ee” 


Teer Seer 


p 
i 


egmEN eh 


SEAN. Psh ENTS 


Ta eae 


Fare 


sree 


re 


BP aaa, 


EEE 


ioe dese 


ets” 


ty 
4 
r 
f 


Se 


PQ 
5 


cE 


OVE BBE DOA ees 
(aackaeii uke ka 55 


NS See 


(Ae MEY ON he PD 


NEWES FROM 
VIRGINIA 


SENT TO THE COVNSELL 


and Company of Vireinta, ‘apa 
3 England, 


FROM Atexanper Whirianne, THE 
Minifter.of HENRICO in 
Virginia. 


WHEREIN ALSOIS A NARRATION 
-of the prefent State of that Countrey, and 
oar Colomes there, 


Pesiafed and publifhed by direGtion 
from that Counfell. 


And a Preface prefixed of fome matters 
touching that Plantation, very requifite 
to fe made biopic] 


AT LONDON, ae 
Imprinted by Felix Kyneston for Witt aM 
W evsy, and areto be foldathis Shopin 
Pauls Church-yard at thefigne ofthe 
SYanne 2613. 
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TO THE RIGH 


HONORABLE, MY 
VERY GOOD LOR-D,Rarx LORD 
V xz, Lord Prefident of Wales: Continuance 


and encreafe of all Honor andhappinefle, 
from Christ Le (ws. . 


@, Ight Honorable,amongft the - 
§ many difcouragements that 
haue attended this glorious 
re\. bufinefle of the Virginian 
| plantation: none hath been 
‘& {o frequent, and fo forcible, 
as the calumnies and flan- 
“AS ders, -raifed vpon our Colo- 
nies, andthe Countrey itfelfe. Thefe being deui- 
fed by the Divell, andfet abroach by idle and bale 
companions,are blowen abroad by Papifts,Players 
and {uch like, till they haue filled the vulgar eares : 
And hauing once entred,then they run (like wilde 
fire) from man to man: for as wilde fire, hardly 
findes ahoufe which is not matter combuttible ; fo 
thefeidle tales hardly meete'a man who giuesnot 
(paffage at the leaft, ifnot) credit to them: where- 
upon the Diuelland hisaflociates (of all forts) ne 
| Z an 
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Tue Epistve 
and practife this rule, as afure Maxime, fpeake any 
thing, fome will beleeue it; be it neuer fo talfe,fome 
willentertaine it, Truth and Innocencie hall never 
fo wipe it off,but fome thing will ftick behind. Our . 
onely comfortis (next totheaflurance of Gods ac- 
ceptation of the worke) that men of honourable 
minds, and ingenuons difpofitions, and all that are 
godly-wife, will check and controulethefeidleand — 
{landerous furmifes, as they meet with them: and 
for their better affiftance,encouragement and dire- 
Gion in fo doing, our Counfell and Gouernours 
hold itneedfull to make knownetvo the world, {uch 
relations and informations as wee receiue from 
thence, from men of iudgementand experience, 


* and of approued faithfulneffe and integritie. And 


therefore though this enfuing Treatife (written by 


Matter Whitaker one of our Minifters in Virginia) 
was {poken there, and fent hitherrather for the pri- 
uate vfe and encouragement offuch, whofe purfes 
heere, or perfons there were ingaged in theagtion, 
then with any intent to make it publike: yet for the 
reafons aforefaid, it was held fit after: mature confj- 
deration to diuulge it, that fo the naked and plaine 
truth may give a tuftaffrontto the cunning and co- 
loured falfhoods deuifed by the enemies of this 
Piantation. 

And becaufe the man was once fo well knowne 
to me (as he is ftill,and euer hall be beloued of me) 
I was defired by them, that may command meeto 
perufe the Originallit felfe, and for that L had (as 
they probably thought) fome knowledge of his 
hand, to confider whether truly or secant x it 

we ore 


DEDICATORIE. 


bore hisname. And if I found caufe of the leatt 


fufpicion, to reiectit : but if,by true and infallible 
-tokens,to be his hand, then to giue fome teftimony 
to the world ofa truth fo euident? | 


Two points therefore | perceive needful to bee The frit poine 
made knowne,which I defire all men to take notice who Mafter 


of, from mee, who haue peculiar realon to know 


Whitaker is 
that wrote this, 


them both, fo well, as tew orno other can : firft, Treaufe, 


whothe Authoris; andthen, whetherthis come 


yadoubtedly from him or no. 
The Author is Matter Alexander Whitaker, Prea- 


chertothe Colonie at Hesrico, vnder the gouerne., 


ment of the valorous and worthy Knight Sir Tho- 
mas Dale, with whomalfo he went: hee was fonne 
to that reverend renowned,DoGor Whitaker:a Ma- 
fter of Arts of five or fixe yeares ftanding in Cam- 
bridge: was {cated in the North counrey, where 
he was well approued by the greateft, and beloued 
of his people,and had competent allowance to his 
good liking,and was.in as good poffibility of better 


living, as any of histime: he had alfo fome meanes. 


of his ownelefthim by his parents : all which not- 
withftanding, he meerely of himlelfe,-for ought I 
know, entertained a purpofe of going to Virginia, 
to affift that Chriftian plantation in the function of 
a Preacher of the Gofpell. And hauing after many 
diftraGtions and combates with himfelfe (as he told 
me) fetled his refolution, that God called him thi- 
ther, and therefore he would goe: He accordingly 
made it good, notwithftanding the earneft difwaft- 
ons of many his neareft friends, and the great dil- 
couragements which he daily heard of, touching 

| Se the 
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the bufinefle and Countrey it felfe: and arriued 
there with Sir Tomas Dale, by avery {peedy and 
fafe paflage ({carce of eight weekes long) in May 
1611.from whence he hath fince then written ma- 
ny comfortable letters, both to the Counfell and 
Committies, and his priuate friends: and of late 
(after he had beenethere a yeare and more) hath 
! fent vs this little Treatife,which as I know afluredly 
hefecong to come from him, andto bea great part of it writ- 
Reet ., ten, and all ofit fub{cribed with his owne hand.So. 
isafluredly I dare fay, ifhe had thought wee would haue pub- 
Rane lifhed it, he would otherwife haueadorned it ; for 
ownehand. 1 know (and fo doe others thatknow him) heeis 
ableto haue written it in Latine or in Greeke, and 
fo to haue decked it both for phrafe and ftile,ando- 
ther ornaments of learning and language, as might 
fhew him no vnworthy fonne offoworthy afather: 
And I dare fay, ifheliue, (be itin Exgland or Vir- 
ginia) hewillin due time manifeft to the world by 
trueand good euidence, that God hath made hiay 
heire, as of diuers ofthe holy vertues, fo of a good 
part of the learning of his renowned father. And 
the more liberall am I in giuing him his due, the 
further he ‘is off from mee, and by that meanescan 
be the leffe fenfible of it. : | 
Nor fpeake I this fo much for his fake (thoughI 
loue him abouemany, and know it aboue any o- 
ther) whofe owne deeds will fufficiently approue 
him. Ass for the truth which is fo much fupprefled, 
and that Chriftian plantation fo much difparaged 
in this bafe world : for are they not fo impudent as 
tofay; who go thither but baleand eam: 2 per- 
as . ons, 


/ 


- DeEDICATORIE, 
fons, and who have no meanes of their owne’ or 
elfe {uchas are per{waded and wrought vpon to 
go? And when they come there, are they notftar- 
ued,and do they notdie like dogges? But how falfe 
this is in refpect ofthe Countrey, the narration in- 
terlaced in this difcourfe from him thatliues there, 
will declare: and how flanderous the other is to 
theperfons, I fhallin fome fort make itappeare. 
[therefore hereby let all men know (and malice 
it felfe fhall neuer difproue it)that a Scholler,a Gra- 
.duate, a Preacher, well borne,and friended in Eng- 
Jand,not in debt nor difgrace,but competently pro- 
vided for, and liked, and beloned where heliued, 
not in want, but (fora fcholler, and as thefe dayes 
be) rich in poffeffion, and more in poffibilitie, of 
himfelfe without any perfwafion (but Gods, and 
hisowne heart ) did voluntarily leaue his warme 
neft, and tothe wonder of his kindred, and amaze- 
ment of them that knew him, vndertooke this hard, 
butin my iudgement, heroicall refolution to go to 
Virginia, and helpe to beare the name of God vnto the 
Gentiles. Men may mufeat it; fomemay laugh,and 
others wonderar it. But will youknow the reafon? 
God will be glorified in hisowne workes,and what 
he hath determined to do, hee will find meanes to 


bring to paffe, forthe perfecting therefore of this | 


blefled worke ; he hath ftirred vp able and worthie 
mento vndertakethe manning and managing of it: 
Magiftracieand Miniftery are the ftrength and fi- 


newes ; nay the very lifeandbeing of a Chriftian. 


body politique. Therefore feeing without thefeall 


emptying of purfesheere, and ventering of perfons . 


thither, 


THe Epistrie 


thither, is to no purpofe. God in his wifdome pro. 


uided, and in his mercie provoked, godly and able 
men to furnifh both thefe funGions: and fuch as 
might at home haue liued in places of honour and 
command, or in fafhion competent and conueni- 
entto their conditions. | 


And this, Right Honorable, isone of the foure — 


Arguments, and as it were plaine demonftrations, 
that haueconuinced mee to beleeue that affuredly 
God himfelfe is the founder, and fauourer of this 
Plantation. And I will craueleaue of your Lord- 
fhip to put them downe, becaufe I am of minde, 
that the want either of knowledge, or confiderati- 
on hereof, hath beene, andis the caufe of the error 
and mifprifion of the world, touching this bufines; 
and doe thinkethat if men did ruminate, and adui- 
{edly confider of thefe particulars, they would re- 
prooue themfelues for their former thoughts, and 
fay plainly, Digstus Dei eft hic. 

x The maruellous and indeed miraculous deli- 
uerance of our worthy Gouernours, Sir Thomas 
Gates, Liefetenant generall, andSir George Somers, 
Admirall, with all their company,of fome hundred 
and fiftie perfons, vpon the feared and abhorred 


Tlands of the Barnndaes, withoutlofle of one per- - 


fon,when the famehoure nothing was before their 
eyes, but imminent and ineuitable death ; as never 
fhip came therethat perifhed not, fo neuer was it 
heard ofthat any fhip wrackt there, but with the 
death of all or moft of the people,faue onely this of 
ours. Oh how the world fhould haue rung of it 
ere this, ifa farre leffe deliuerance had happened to 
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DEDICATORIE, 
~ any of the Tefuiticall plantations: and furely the 
Counfell of Virginia doe wrong themfelues and 
the bufineffe : nay they muft giue me leaue to tell 
them they obfcurc the glorie of God, if they take 
not order, that a full compleate and plaine narrati- 
on of that whole action, both dangerand deliue- 
rance be publifhed to the world. 

2. The full difcouerie (by meanes of their for- 
_ mer deliucrance) of thofe Barmuda Ilands, which 
hitherto hate been held in the world, as inaccef- 
fible,fo not habitable, but fo fearefull, hideous and 
hatefull, asit feemed a place abandoned of God 
and Man, and giuen vp to the diuels power and 
poffeffion, andto bee of all knowne places inthe 
world; avery hell vpon carth, rather then a place 
for mento dwellin. But thofe honorable Gentle- 
men, being by the heauenly Pylot preferued vpon 
them,where all men elfe perifhed, liuing there al- 


mofta yeare (till they had made themfeluestwo — 


little fhips of Cedar) foundit fo goodly,fo ritch,fo 
plentifull,fo healthic,and fo temperate a Countrey, 
as in fo long atime, {carce three died of 150. Info 
much as hardly could they get their men away, 
when they departed : thefe Ilands being then dif- 
-_ couered, and fince poffefled and planted by vs, are 
founda habitation of fuch fafetie and {ecuritie (ha- 
- ulngno enemie within norany to be feared with- 
out,becaufe the entrance is fo difficult: and of fitch 
plentie of all things for life ; and of fo good temper 
-forhealth ; and fraught with fo many rich commo- 


dities for fatisfaction of the Aduenturers, as forthe 


prefent they bee euen as anew life.and a feminarie 
| to 
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Titmto Ep ns 1k! 
to Virginia: and forthe future times, itis likely wil 
proouea matter of greater confequence,then molt 
men thinke of, and of more worth,then any Hands? 
orcontinent difcoueredinourage i) 

3. Thefpecialland moft fatherly pronidenceiof: 


God ouer this aGion,in vpholdingitwhen man 


had forfaken it, and giuing it lifeagaine when man: 


Ahad letcit for dead: torhad not Sir 7 bomas Gates 


and Sir George Somers came into Virginia from the: 
Barmudaes euety when they did, the poore Colonie. 
(which during thatyeare of theirabfence,by endu-! 
ring the mifcrie of mifgouernement,hact fallen into- 
all extremitic of diftrefle)had been gone away,and: 
our Plantation poffefled by sthe:Sauages': ahd: 


-Qvbich was much: more miraculous) when they’ 


being come in,and inall about 240! perfons,and in’ 


fuchextreame miferie and famine, asthe Honora- 


ble Commander'was euen forced:to:yeeld tothat’ 


which others moued(burhiméelfe hadratherhaue 


died then dene) namely.to: put:themfelues' tothe! 
Seatocome for Exgland, and quit the Countrey':? 
and when this (fallfore againft hisheart) wasput 
inexecution, and everyman aboord, their: Orde= 
nance and Armour buried, :and net an. Englifly 
foule left in James Towne, and giving: by their 


-pealeof thot, their laftand wofull farewellto that 


pleafantland, werenow with forrowfnll hearts gos 
ing downe the Riser yBehold thohand of heauen 
from aboue, at the very inftant, fentinthe Riebe 
Honorable 44. war to meetthem eucmat the rivers 


“mouth, with proaifion and comforts of all kinds 


whoithse had ftaied: but two. Tydes:longer had 
wt 4 ? come .. 
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cdnic into Virgiia, and:not found one Englith 
mah: wherenponthey all withas much toy retur- 
ned) as with forrow they had come away, and ma- 
king asit were a new entric and poffeffion,tooke vp 
thei Ordnance and their Armour, and the next 


day received theirHonorable Lord General! with 


allioy and applaufe, and frony that day by Gods 
bleffing they ntuer wanting gouernment, they ne- 
wer wanted bread, for him that would take paines 
anddo his durie. Ifeuer thehand of God appeared 
inaGion of man, it was heere moft euident: for 
when man:had forfakenthis bufinefle, God tooke 
itinhand; and when men faid; now hath all the 
eatth caft off the care of this Plantation,the hand of 
heaven hath taken hold: of it: God therefore bee 
clorified in his owne worke. 9. 

- Butiit will be heere faid by {uch as are ftrangers 
or enemies to this bufinefle: if this Countrey be fo 
rich and plentifull, and your Conrmanders fo wife 
and prouident,as you pretend;how could itbethae 
they being there, and not hindered by warre nor 
invavions, fhould fall into {uch extremities of want, 
45 to be faineto quit the Countrey, and. come for 
England, orelfe there to ftarue for want of food. 

Indeed (Right Honorable) this Obiection is of 
fach moment,as though I amvawilling to be large, 
yet mutt I needs fpend fome tines in giving an- 
{were which flall befuch, I hope, as fhall giue fa- 
tisfa@ion tothe indifferent, and ftop the mouthes 


_ ofthe nvalignant. 


_ Let therefore the Chriftian and. courteous Rea- 


der be pleafed to know, 'that when the two forena. 
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| Tue Erisrtvre 
; ‘med Commanders, inthe great fhippe (called the 
: Sea-Venture) were loft,and yet faued vpon the Bar- 
i mudaes, theit Fleet confifting of fixe or feuen hips 
3 more,and fraught with almoftfoure hundred men 
landed (after along and terrible tempeft)in V7¢i- 
nia,where fo many men wanting their Gouernors, 
| and being toomanyto becommanded by the Co- 
| lony they found therebefore them, fell firft into fa- 
| ions, and at laft into plaine diftractions : and fo 
one yeare of mifgoucrnment ouerthrew that body, 
which tillthen had profpered,and by good gouern-. 
i ment was broughtto fo gooda ftate, as at their lan- 
a ding they had corne fufficient in ftore, a harueftin 
- the ground,good ftore of liuing cattell,and had the 
y Sauages in good correfpondencie : but this one, 
- ih yea our want of gouernment )the moft difafterous 
a} accident that cuer befell that bufineffe) brought all 
ais to nothing, forithindered the building of houfes, 
ml and planting of corne, nay it burnt vp the houfes, 
a and confumed the prouifions;{o that of good ftore. 
s | of poultrie, it left not one aliue,and of fix hundred 
| jiuing Swine,not three:and which was vrorfe,con- 
eB | fumed our men, and which was worft ofall; itloft 
vs the Savages, which fince hath coft many a man 
his blood, and tothis day is not recovered. 

All this while were the Commanders, and their 
company inthe Barmudaes, where no man drea: 
med of them, butall the world: held them dead 
men;and being there where none couldheare from 
them,northey from any others:afteralmoft a years. 
abfence,they got out of therockes,in the two thips 
themfelues theremade,and going for Virginia,they 

| landed: 
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DEDICATORIEs 
lasded therein the beginning of May:; where: ex- 
pecting to finda fulland well planted Colony, of 
fix or feuen hundred men, well ftored with corne 
and cattell: (in affurance whereof,they had cartied 
no liue Hogges with them fromithe Barmudaes nor 


other prouifions,more then for a monthesvoyage,. 


which they might haue done in as greatabundance 


as they could haue carried) they contrariwife found. 


~ apoore Colony, ofnotan hundred.men, whohad 
endured all miferies, and more then-eucr we heard: 
of; all theliue-cattell, corne, and other prouifions 


fpent, and the Sauages their deadly enemies, At’ 


which meeting, though there was ioy tofeethem,, 
who had beene held folongin the bottome of the 


fea; yet their{weete congratulation was fharpely 


fauced, when it was knowne they had no prouifion 


oftheirowne, the Savages fought their liues, the 


earth could yeeld none,wherenone had been plan- 


ted,and if it had,yetin May the old being {pent,the: 


new is notreadie. All which confidered, it foone 


appeared there was no humane help left on earth, 


but with all fpeed to haften for England for new 
prouifions: which motion; though fo harfh tothe 


honourable Commander, as hee had rather there’ 
haue ftarued, yet being carried by voices, he would’ 
not ouer-rule : and fo hauing buried their Armour’ 
and Ordnance, they went away.as wee heard be-. 


fore.. , 


 Allthis tobe true, I know well, and ifany man: 
aske how I knowit, for their fatistactton I an{were; . 
TE haucit from the faithful relation of that religious, . 
valourous. and:prudent Gentleman, Sir Thomas: 
yey Gates; . 
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Gates; then and yet oan Lieferenant general, wha 
being himfelfein is owne peifona doer ofeach; 
afafterer of tnore,andanieye-tvitnes ofthe whole; 
hath ‘fiance ‘related: thisand muchimore. nto mec, 
 facero-face rad allthat kmowshim: know an 
fuchiaman, as‘welt delerués to: bebeleeueds: ee 
2 Albwhichthen ni true(asis:alfowwellil knowhe 
 tomany my betters) then let any reafonable man 
iudge (efjecially ifhice bee experienced in fuchafe 
faires) iti therewerenot 4 neceffary catie’ of their 
comming away, and yetncitherfaule in the Go- 
nernour, nor wantin the'Countréy. | . 
My: fourtlrand laf Argumentis, the Piinsihen vp 
of fo many: Honorable and worth y perfons ofall 
conditions; to disburfefo freely and fo! will ingly, 
{uch faire fummes of money; and {ome ofthem e- 
nena good part oftheir cftate;and that without a, 
ny certainéor apparanthope of {peedie profit. This 
rado willingly!ard voluntarily; and without afl 
rance'of gaine, cannotbe, but the working of God 
rofomehigher endthen ordinary.And if it be faid, 
there be fome,that wifhthcir moneyin theit purfes; | 
| itmay be fo, but foronefobafe-thoughted man, J 
| dare fay wehiaue many,that witha great dealemore 
) our of their purfes, conditionally this happy bufi- 
; nefle may take good effect. ‘And this, though itbe 
much, yetin my.iudgementis, but litle sto this that 
followeth : that God fhould vouchfafe to ftirre vp 
fuch able and worthy men} for the functions both 
of Magiftracieand Minifterie, who .wpon very vn- 
_certaine hopeofprofit, and moft certaine danger 
of lifeit felfe, fhould 7 themiclues into this buG- 
nefle, 
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neflé, and voluntarily vndergoethe danger of{ea, 
and all the mifeties! anduiticulties:that neceffarily WN 
and vndoubtedly atecnd anew Plantation. Tohaue i 
done thisvpon preffurt,orby callingofs uperiours 
orcommand ofaStateyhad bin litle; tohaue done iS 
itvpon fafean d'faite tearmes sand w ithourdanger, ! 
hhadbeen no great marters-to haue done it vpon 
expe@ation,andaflurance of highrewards and pre- 
fentprofit, hadbeennothing : buttodo it volunta: 
ily, vpon fightdfdabget prefent.and certaine, bue 
of gaine fatureand cohtingenteein gitis contrary | 


eo wen 
A £RS 


to the courfeofreafon,ccanot proccedirom folly _ 
—_ ormadnes (they being wifemen nor from humor | 
and rafhnies(being flayed men) nor from malecon- | 


refitednes!(being men thatliuediagoodrefpetat | 
home) movin the c6ccitofmeriung (being not Pa- 
pis, buroffoundreligion): It multtherfore needs 
--proceed fréy extraordinary motid of Gods Spirit. 
Forifany out ofignorace ot malice do obiedt,they — 
had nothing todoat lomesitis falfeand friuolous; 
falfe,forthey were méimployed, frivolous, for nia 
ny more hadleffe todo théthey, yet would not go. 
| ” Asfortlofethat rhinke they wantedin England, 
dothey not {ce howandifgracing th eperfons,they 
honorihe Countréey 2 forif theyawent fromEng: 
land to Virgiaiabecaufethey were in wantand yor 
luntarily ftay there ftills then it followes that Hinge 
nia isablerofapply:the wants of England, Buthow 
— jdleand flanderous that ins'putationis, may ealily 
 appeare, if wee take-a view of the perfons them. 
‘felues, And tobeginne with the Magiftrates and ie 
Commanders, avhat Noble man isthere in Ene- 
, ‘jand< 
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| Tue Eprstire 
land? \what Coronall or Captaine in the Low: 
countries, but knowes,and will acknowledge, that 
the Right Honorable, the Lord La.war, and the 
Right worthie Knights, Sir Thomas Gates, Sir 
T howas Dale, and Sir George Somers, bee perfons of 
honor, eftimation, and-goodrefpet, and had both 
meanes andimploymentat home of their owne: 
buttofpeake of them and other religious Gentle- 
amenand Captains, who voluntarily left their eafie, 
pleafant, and wealthy liuesin England, and betook 
themfelues to this voyages I will Ieaue it to fome 
who are better able to docit, according to their de- 
fertand worth : I will containe my felfe within my - 
clement,and {peake of them of my.ownefun@ion: 
and amongft theni, of thofe two efpecially, Mafter 
-Gloner and Matter Whitaker, becaufe they went by 
my knowledge, but not by my procurement; for I 
teftifie it for truth they moued me that they might 
go; notl them, tharthey would ga. Matter Glouer 
anancient Mafterof Artsin Cambridge, an appro- 
ued Preacher in Bedfordand Huntington-thire, 
reucrenced and refpected, and neuer wanting a 
competent ftipend, yet of himfelfe (I know not 
how, nor why) madeknowne his defireto goeto 
MafterBeard. Virginia, to 2 Reuerend Preacher in Huntington, 
and procuring hislettersto me; vpon my an{were 
came vp, being a man I had neuer {eene before:and 
fo being well liked of the Counféll, and conditions 
being tendered him to his content, he went away 
with Sir Tomas Gates in Tune, 1611. but being in 
yeares, andofa weake conftitution, endured not 
the feaand fickenefle of the Countrey, fo well as 
yal | | yonger 
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| DEDICATORIE. 
yongerand ftronger bodies; and {0 after zealous 
and faithful performance of his Minifteriall dutic, aM 
whileft he was able, he gaue his fouleto Chrift Ie- ig 
fus (vnder whofe bannerhe went to fight; and for | . 
whofe glorious names fake he vndertooke the dan- ib 
ger) more worthy to beaccounted a true Confef- ie 
— forof Chrift, then hundreds that are canonized in IN 
~_ the Popes Martyrologe. ig 
Matter Whitaker, a man borne, brought vp, qua- ik 
litied, and qualified, {etled and pronided for,as you | 
heard before(of whom I haue {poken the more,be- | 
 caufe he was of tong time fo wellknowneto mee) | 
though helived as well, and: in as good cafe and | 
credit,as moft yong men in our Church:yct volun- \; 
tarily, and not fuddenly ; but after {erious delibe- | Z 
ration, ouercomming (as himfelfe faid) many in- | 
ward temptations, and outward difcouragements 


and diffwafions ; remooued himfelfc froma good ; | | 
ftipend of valew and certaintie, and put himfelfe About fortie i 
into this dangerous voiage, where now he diligent- Aegeentec > is 
ly preacheth, and Catechizeth : and thereby, and Country, \g 
by other Minifteriall duties, publike and priuate i 
(and otherwife alfo,for he is otherwaies qualitied) | | 
he performes daily and diligent Seruice,acceptable — 
to God, & comfortable to our people; ouer whom it 


_. heeis Paftor: and from whence, as atoken ofhis 
_ Joueand duetieto the Counfell and Aduenturers, 
and asa teftimonie of the goodlikinghe conceiues it 
of the Countrey (by thefe almoft two yeares expe- 
rience) hee hath fent vs this plaine, but pithieand 
godly exhortation, interlaced with narrations of 
many particulars SDASIONE HE Gorey Hee 
: and. 


> 


THe Episrire 
and commodities, worthie to bee knowne ofall, 
efpecially comming from one of his place and pro- 
feflion,and of fo good experience.in the matter he 
writes of, There isalfo (belides it may be fome o- 
thers whom [know not) Mafter Backe, an able and 
_ painfull Preacher : of whom can fay the leffe, be- 
caufe he was of Oxford, and vaknowne to me: but 
of whomIhaue heard Sir T homes Gates giuea good - 
and worthie teftimonie, and he cameto the Coun. 
fell, and to this imployment, with the commenda- 
DoétorRaus_ tion of a right reuerend Prelate : but no matter 
spite Bithop of shough | fay nothing of him; {eeing I doubt nor,he 
ndon, : i © Pk 
will fhortly gine noticeto the world what he is,and 
what the countrey of Virginia is, and what, hope 
there is of that Plantation ; forthe fernice whereof 
he hazarded his deareft life, and the rather'do J ex- 
| pedit from him, becaufe hee is a man now of 
Aboutfoure. long experience, hauing been there fo longa time, 
vearess and was himfelfe in perfon, in the danger and deli. 
uerance at the Barmudaes.So that now (for the con- 
clufion) we fee to our comfort, the God of heaven 
found vs out,and made vs readie to our hands, able 
and fit men, for the Minifteriall funtion in this. 
Plantation ; allof them Graduates, allowed Prea. 
chers, fingle men, hauing no Paftorall Cures, nor 
charge of children ; and as it were, euery way fitted 
for that worke. And becaufe God would niore 
grace this bufineife, and honor his owne worke,he 
prouided vs fuch menas wanted neither living nor 
libertie of preaching at home : (morein my ludge- 
ment haue they toan{were for,;who wanting both, 
will not only not go themfelues, but difparage and - 
‘ depraue 


.DEDICATORIE. 
deprauethem that go) hereafter when all is fetled 
n peace and plentie, what maruell, if many, and 
greater then they, be willing to goe. Butin the in- 
fancie of this Plantation to put their liues into their 
hands,and vader the affurance of fo many dangers 

and difficulties, to deuote themfelucs vnto it, was 
certainely aholy and heroicall refolution, and pro- 
ceeded vndoubtedly from the bleffed Spirit of 


Chrift fefus, who for this caufe appeared that he might 1,John3 7, 


diffolue the workes of the Divell. And though Satan vi- 
fibly and palpably raignes there, more then in any 
other knowne place of the world:yet be of courage 


(bleffed brethren) God will treade Satan under your Roms. 


feet fhortly, and theages to come will eternize your 
names,as the 4 poffles of Virginia. | | 

And thus (Right Honorable) you haue the rea- 
fons that haue fatisfied my confcience, that this 
worke is of God, and will therefore ftand, though 
man fhould vnfaithfully forfakeit : and I doubt 
not, but if many others did know them, and confi- 
der of them, they would certainely change their 
minds, and fay with me, Donbrleffe heere 1s the finger 
of God. As for the continual calumnies and daily 


flanders raifed of the place, Plantation,and perfons 


thatare in it: and the iefts of prophane Players,and 
other Sycophants, and the flouts and mockes of 
fome,who by their age and profeffion fhould beno 
mockers, (foras forthe reft, who can expect any 
better figs from thiftles, or any {weeter grapes from 
{uch pricking thornes) for all thofe,] fay,and all o- 


-. therdifcouragements and deprauements of like na- 


ture, [ profeffe Tike the bufineffe the better, and 


C2  chaue 


THe Epistie 
haue more hope of Gods blefling vponir, euen of 
that God, whofe wifdore is but foolhnelfe with worldly 
mta,and whofe wayes are hid from carnalleyes, 

And thefe reafons, I confeffe, hane {o farre pre- 
uailed with me,as this Plantation (hall euer havea. 
portion of my poore eftate, and my beft prayers, 
and my perfonall paines, and prefence alfo, if 
Godhad not provided them fitter men for fuch a 
worke. eet: : 

There is butone thing more, that anindifferent 
Reader may probably ftumble at,which I wil brief 
ly, and eafily remouc. It may. bee very well, (will 
fome fay ) that thefe Honourable perfons, godly’ 
Preachers, and valourous Gentlemen our of their: 
good minds, or defire to fee forren countries,might 
put themfelues for once into this worke, but doe 
they hold on, or are they there ftille and bow ma: 
py of them,hauing once bin there, will go againe ¢ 
or being there, would they not full gladly bee at 
homeagain,if they couldeIndeed, fuelrbale words 
are giuen out by fome, but they be eitherignorang, 
or malicious ; and bow can Ignorance or:Malice 
{peake the truth ¢ Ignorance cannot, thoughie 
would,and Malice willnot, though it can: but will: 
your Lordfhip, and.allmen know the-truthe Bee 
pleafed then to bee informed, that ofall the afore- 
named perfons ofimployment, Sir George Somers, 
that famous Sea-man, our worthie: Admiral, that: 
trucand conftant friend to Y#rgmia(who in hisold 
“Ia Dorfethire. 228¢ Jett a pleafant feat, a good liuing, and aneafie 
a “life, to liue and die forthe good of Virginia) and. 
that godly good Preacher, Mafter Glower haue both: 
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| | DEDICATORIE. ; 
of them given their lines ii this bufineffe, the for- 
merin the Barmsadaes, the laner in Virginia; crying 
-totheir God with the blefled Apefile of the Gen- 
tiles (their Father whom they followed) Hee pa/fe 42 .20.. 
got at allneither is our life deare vntovs, fo that we may 
farfill onr courfewith toy, andthe Minifiration which wee 
hane receined of the Lord Ie[zes, ta make way for the Gos 
fpel of the grace of God.{t was the Diuel that faid,Sk7# 106 2. 
‘for skin, and all that aman bath will ne gine for his life: 
and he {pake like himfelfe.But thefe Champions of 
Chrift laid, Allwe haue, and-cuen life it felfe, will 
we willingly giue, and coniecrate to God, thar the 
Gofpell may kee preached, and thename of Iclus 
Chrift called vpon in Yireinza: and fo gaue vp their 
foulesto God;& theirflefhconatureshonoringsand 
ina fort confecrating thofe Heathenith Earths with 
their happy bodies, more worthie to bee efteemed 
precious réliques;:then thoufands that are prcfer- 
uedandadored inthe Romifh Church: bleffed and 
glorious thall their portions bee atthe refurrection 
of the uft;andinthe meanetimetheirnames fhall 
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florifli, whenthememory of the wicked fhall rot. - 
Of the-reft afore named, the worthy Knights, Sir : 
Thomas Gates, and Sir Fhomas Dale,Liefetenant and | 
Marfhall,: Matter Whitaker and Matter Bucke, Prea- & 
_chers,are now. in Virginia, and haue been fome di- i 
ucrs yeares, and every onc almoftrwoyeares:And | ; 


of them Sir Thomas Gates hath. been here once,and 
_is gone.the fecond time +’ Mafter Whitaker went 
with purpofe to ftay three yeares ; whichas heere- 
folued heere, fo hee there performes, and intends; 
for ought I perceive, rather to augment, then 


3 diminifh: W/ 
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diminifh the prefixed number : This Lord La.war, 
our honourable Generall, hauing fpent fome time 
there, for want of health was conftrained to come 
home,but with refolution (as his Lordthip {pake in 
an honorable prefence athis returne,and fince hath 
publifhed) to returne againe, and {pend his life in 
the profecution ofthat aGion. And ifthe Compa- 
ny wereas able to furnith and fend away his Lord- 
fhip with a fleete and power, fufficien t, as his Lord. 
fhipis ready and refolued to ingage bis perfon-a- 
gaine,and with binymany worthie Gentlemenand 
Captaines,there wouldfoone be, nota verball, but 
arcallanfweregiuen to that queftion, which is in 
all mens mouthes fo: common ; Why goes not the 
Lord La.war azaine to Virginia. And doeh thou 
aske why his Lordthip goes nor againe ? Ptell thee 
becaufe thou that askeft the queftion, and others 
like thee , will not put to your hands to helpe 
forward {0 holy and honorable'a worke : when 
the dangeris paft, and profit comes iin > then wee 
fhall haue partakers‘enow, but now for laying of 
the foundation, the world iscontent to looke on, 
and aske vs why wee goe not forwards we can ane 
fwere with good confciences', wee soe forward 
according to our power ; wee ttioue as weefhaue 
firength,and wemoue no fafter for want of helpe : 
letthe world be likeit felfe,and he thatis filthie, lee 
him bee filthie ftill,heethat rowfeth the hogge out 
of the mire of the wotldlingout of his fenfualitie, 
doth but trouble himfelfe in vaine. But’you the 
nobleand worthy Aduenturers, whofe hearts*God 
‘hath: touched, whether you bee ingaged in purfe 
| LT -. here, - 


DEDICATORIE. 
here,or perfon there,goe forward,and moue on, if 
not{o faft as you would, yet as you may, let this be 
your comfort (befides the affured hope of gainein 
duetime) that.you moue notagainft, but forand 
withGod:a little firength doth preuailé better with 
the ftreame, then muchagainftit: {6 great meanes 
fhould doe no good, if God Wereagainityou, but 
your weake meanes fhall preuaile, feeing you 
worke with God: Goe forward in that name and 
by the firength ofthe Lord your God and reft af- 
fured that his goodneffe will either raife you moré 
ftreneth,or will make the ftrength you haue alrea- 
die ableto prenaile: be not therefore faint-heatted, 
but remember it is Gods caufe you hate taken in 
hand. It may therefore be hindred, but cannot bee 
ouerthrowne : Ifwethen,were,fo bafe as to betray 
and forfakeit, God whofe it is will {tir vp our chil- 
dren after vs, and gine them that good land to en- 
ioy, which wee arenot worthie of, and which no- 
thing but ourfinnesand fluggifhnes cankeep from 
vs: Let vs not therefore to our owne fhame leaue fo | 
— blefledaworke,tothemthatfollowvs,leafttheen-, 
fuing ages {ay of vs: Why was there fuch 4 price putin." | 
tothe hands of fooles whe had not hearts totake it? ftand i¢ 
toittherefore and bee not wanting to your felues, | 
and God will never bee wanting to you, nor it, till \2 
his bleffed providence hath brought it to pafle,thae 2 
men (hall fay, God hath made his wates knowne 
vpon earth, and his fauing health amongft all nati- 
_ ons,and bleffed be the Lord God,of Virginia world 
without end. ew . | 
And thus (Right Honorable) you may yi 
| ? that, 


Ee 


: | (Tae, Episrre 
that,that hath been faid,in whattearmes our Colo- 
nies now ftand and what they want. It may hereby 
appeare they haue God theirfriend and protegor, 
they have honorable and wortbie Gouernours, 
~ godly and painefull Preachers, a goodly Countrie, 
and no want of neceflarics, fince they had gouern- 
ment,they onely want the hands and helpeofmen | 
willing and able to do fuch duties of men, as be re- 
quifite in.a Plantation, andthe expence that prin- 
cipally and almoft onely now lyes vpon vs, isthe 
charge of fending away, a competent number of 
men,the charge whereof wil be about 20. pound a 
man.Ifthis were done,it would foone appeate,that 
ourcaresandcoft wereatan end, andthat a glori- 
ousand comfortable Ifluc is fhortly'to bee looked - 
for; which howfoeuer it may be deferred,through 
the backwardnefle of fome, backfliding of others, 
and coldneffé ofall : yet that it will come afluredly 
See the booke in the end, the goodneffe,tiches, and excellency.of 
earn aie the Country,doth vndoubtedly promife vs,as may 
appeare (befide others) in the booke lately pur out, 
of Captaine Sezithes (who wasthere diuers yeares, 
and whofe paines.and feruice there, deferues in my 
iudgement high commendations, ) and by this ex- 
-hortation and-narration of Mafter Whitaker, who 
now is there: which by direction of authority is 
therefore publithed, thatthe world may fee how 
falfe and {candalous thofe imputations bee that 
are laid vpon the Countrey and Plantation, by 
fome bafeand idle lubbers,that come from thence, 
and fomeamongft vs that are cuer oppofite to all 
good publike workes, 
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Andthefe trueand welcome newes from P7rgi. i 
nia, as they go out to the world vfhered, andatten- a 
ded with this my poore preface, So I fend them 
firftto your Lordfhip,as hauing a peculiar intereft 
bothin themand me: which Ido not onely be.- - 
caufé your Lordfhip, amongft many other of your | 
rancke and qualitie, is a well-willer, furtherer and 
aduancer of this noble action : Butthat hereby I X 
may make good to your Lordfhip, the truth of | F 
{fomething,alreadie paft betwixt vs in priuate dif- og 
courfe. And forthatyour Lordfhip knew Matter . 
Whitaker ia the North,and by your peculiar know- ' 
ledge of the man, and the place where hee liued, - Ve 
can be an honorable wimeffe with me, and an eui- | 
dence beyondall exception,to a good part of what 
[hauehere faid : And now what remaines,but that a 
I befeech the God of heauen to bieffe his own |X 
worke which we haue in hand, andto multiply his > 
heauenly graces vpon your Lordfhip: Thatas your i 
Lordthip hath bin a Mecenas of learning, a main- ie 

-tainer of true religfon,and a furtherer of al honora- :: 

ble ations and good works; So you may continue ig 
to the end andaduance forward towards perfecti- i | . 


on: And fo with humble recomendation of my 
feruice, do take my leaue and reft ee 


Your Lordjhips denoted in Chrik, if 
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WoORSHIPFVLL SIR 
Tuomas Surrn, KNIGHT, TREA- 
furer of the Englith Colonie in Virgi- 
nia: Grace aud. Peace bemule 

tiplied. 


Ight Worfbipfull, the noblelt as- 
tempts haue alwates had the moft 


el gerous enemies. For wherefoeuer 

\ (G8 anygoodselfe foal begin to bud 
SN, forth, the Diuell will labour by 

all meanes te nip itin the head. 
: | m= Wherefore, 1 doe not marucll 
though there haue beengreas difcouragements, and many 
aduerfaries of this Plantation. For the Dinell knowing 
that where Chrift wins, he lofeth, doth with all bis might 
and policie hinder the publifhing, and propagation of the 
Gofpell. Such was hes prattife todifvourage the Ifraelites 
from the conquest ofCanaan,raifineup ten of their owne 
Princes, that weakened the hands of their brethren. By 
his meanes alfo there flood up fome of the Difciples that 
fpake againft Peter, for preaching the Gofpell 19 she 
Gentiles. Yea, God himfelfe of purpofefuffers the dinell to 

Lay ballh te Tn he D2 vage 


S) doubtfull beginnings, mos dan- 
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The Epiftle Dedicatorie. 
rage thus fora while, that thofe that are bis, might bee 
tried. _And this hath been the cafe hitherto of this Zodly 
Plantation, thés the fucce(fe. But fince the Affaires of this 
Colony haue now taken better footing cs are aduanced by 
she helpes of fo many honorable Adwenturers,1 was reat. 
Ly emboldened to write thefe-few lines of exhortation, to 
encourage the noble {pirits of fo many worthy men, to g0€ 
forward in wel-.doing. Wherefore ( honored Sir) frace all 
she aifpatches of our affaires paffe thoronzh your hands, I 
request yon to.accept of my poore endeauours, and to pub- 
lif st to the view of our Aduenturers, that the prewudi- 
cate (os of fome, and the difheartened mind of others 
may be reformed. The God of heanen and earth crowne 
your undanted [pirit with hes heanenly reward, And 

Ler the beautie of the Lord our God be vpon 
vs: and direct thou the workesofour hands 
vpon vs, euen directthouourhandie > > 
-workes. From Henrico,” 
| this 28. of Inly,§ 
1612. “ se ict |e 


He that daily prayeth forthe profperitie : 
: of this Plantation... 
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| ‘Aa Te ae ead 
Caft thy bread upen the waters : ifn After maty die 
shou ‘bal finde tt. ? 
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¢ E bould my Hearers to con- 
temne riches,and frame your 
= {felues to: walke worthie of 
\ Godsfor none other be wor- 
thie'‘of God, bur'thofe that 
lightly efteeme of riches.Na. 
_ kednefle: isthe riches of na- 
 turesvertue is the only thing 


that fishes vs stich and honourable‘in the eyes ~ 


_of wife men. Pouertie isathing which moft men 
feare, and couetous men cannot endure to be- 
hold : yet pouertie with a contented mind ‘is 
great riches: hee truely is the onely poore man, 
not that hath little, but which continually de- 
fireth more. Riches (as theyareefteemed) haueno 


limits, but {till ne plus vitra, (till more. Neither is . 
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2 Good newes from Virginia. 

any man abfolutely rich, but in comparifon of a 
poorer man, of one (I meane) that hath leflethen 
be : for if he make diligent enquirie, he may finde 
divers richer then himfelfe:ifriches of goldandthe _ 

like, had bin {uch as the world doth efteeme them, 
itis notlikely ehatdefus Chriftwould hase taken fo 
... pooreaftatewpon him ; when we eftceme themat 
> thebeft, they are but an heauy burthento fome,an 

Idoll to others, and profitable to few. 

“Wherefore, Salomon hauing before explained 
the marucllous vanitieofriches, and how they are 
wontto beabufed, as well ofcouerous,as of prodi- 
gall men: in the firft fix verfesof this Chapter tea- 
cheth vs how we may vfeehem well, and ‘God may 
make the vie of them bleffed vato-vs. In the fecond 
Chapter, he hath faid, Iaue gathered unto me filuer 
and gold,and the chiefe breafures of Kings cy Prouinces : 
nd l was great,ana encreafed aboue all that were before 
mein Terufalem: Then blocked, and behold all is vanity, 
and vexation of the fpirit. In the fifth Chapter, Hee 
that boucth filner, foall notbefatisfied with filuer ;and he 
that loueth riches, [hall be without the fruit of it. And 
what. good commeth tothe owners thereof, but the behol- 
ding thereofwith their eyes. And he addeth, The (@- 
sieneof the rich will not fuffer hiri to flere. Againe, 
Thereds an-ewill ficknesthat 1 hauefeene under the San, 
Riches referued tothe ownerstherof, fortheinenll Now 
in thebeginning of this chapter,he hath fet downe 
aremedie to both thefe evils, whercby our riches 
may be made conftant vnto vs: we may take plea. 

fureand profitby them,and our pofterity through 
many defcents may enioy thé after mea: 

; | : ait 
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(faith he) vpon the waters: why ° for after many daics 
thou |balt find st. | 
The fentence is Rhetoricall, full of figures, and 


needsfome explaining. Bread inScriptureis vival. te a 
ly taken forall kind of meat anddrinke, asmayap- ““-; — 4® 


peare, Gew.18.5. andin divers other places:but here i; 
(I take it) itis more generally put forall kind of 4 
Almes, of whatnature foener: not onely for meate 
and drinke, money, apparell, or the like, but alfo 
for any kind of thing, whereby we may releeue the 
neceffitie of our neighbour. Waters alfo are heere 
metaphorically put tor all thofemen, who ftand in 
need of thealmes of our liberalitie, whether they 
be fuch as cannot, butgladly would requite vs, or 
elfe {uch as being able, forget to be thankefull. 

So that the plaine meaning of the words is this. 

Giue liberally thine almes to all forts of men, that 

may ftand in need of thy helpe: hide notthine cies 

at the miferable ftate of the afflicted; neither ftop 

thine cares at the crie of the poore, thouzh they be 
notable to recompence thy wel-doing: reproach _ 

- potthineenemie, when heis punifhed, but rather 

ouercome his euill deeds with thy goodneffe ; nei- 
ther {uffer any to returne empty handed from thee, 
whom God {hall offer to thy liberality.For though 
thou cant not prefently expecta plentifull reward 
of thy well-doing, though the perfons, to whom 
thou haft caft thine almes, bee not able to requite 
thee, or forgetfull of good turnes, yet be aflured of 
ie, that God beholdeth thy charitie, and will at his- 
appointed time requite thee, euen in this world, ifie 


be good for thee, thou fhalt tafte of his bountie;but 
oe ) : a 


4 Good mewes from Virginia. | 
inthe world to:come hee hathoreferued for thee a 
mott glorious crowne of blefled immorialitie: This 

is the foule and fubftance of this thort fentence: 

_ The words naturally diuide themfelues into two 
ptincipall parts. A Commandement tobe Liberal 
and Charitable: and a promife of reward, which 
hereafter we fhall find. The Commandementalfo 
containeth in it fiue points, touching the doétrine 
of Liberalstee. 3. agce one Slab bas 
: g Thedutietobe performed, Cast shy bréad: be 
liberalltoall... : fo SiR aon. 

2 The mannet-of beftowing our almes, by ca- 

{ting it away. | 1NG.30 eo ie Sedo Daen 
_ 3° Whatis to be giuen, Bread, all things needful; 
yea, and of the beftkind: Had aa dont sys 
4 Who may be liberall:: euen thofe thathaueit: 
: > Thy bread,itmuftbethineowne.. 
>. § To whom wemaftbe liberall ; toall, yea, to 
eo! the VFaters.  s - tr 7) pe satya 


. Firlwe wil briefly fpeake of thefé fiue points of 
this Commandement as they liein order; and then 
directly come vnto. the promife more particularly. 
The enioyned dutieis Leberalitie, which fometimes 
is termed Admes : {ometimes more largely is vied 
forall kind of good workes, and very oftenis figni- 
fied by the names of Charitie and Brotherly lone: all 
which being in fenfeand tignification one, fhall in 
the naming of them, be vied all as one, Liberality is 
the true practife of Chriftian Humanity and Brothers 
ly courtefie,one towards another.A vertue comman- 
ded by God, and commended by the examples of 
the belt; which makes vs accepted wena 

| | | ire 
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fired of men. Faith giuescomfortto my foule, and 
~ minitters peace tomy confcience: Hope teacheth me 
_ motto be haftie, but to waite patiently the appoin- ~ 

ted time of God;burthe practifeof Love maintaines 

my Hope,and aflures me that my faith is effectuall ; 

and moreouer is beneftciall vnto others, yea, profi- 

tabletoall. Now abideth Faith, Hope and Lone, euen 1.cor.r3. 

thefethree ; but the greateft of thele is Lowe. Where- 

fore hath God made men great,and filled their cof- 

fers with his treafures, but that they fhouldas faith. 

full tewards of Gods ftore, liberally prouide for 

the neceflitie of his Saints ° Thericheft man in the 
world, hath no right by nature to the things hee 

doth poffefle; for naked hee came into the world, 

and he muft returne naked out ofthe fame againe. 

Why then hath God madetheerich,andcommen- 

ded that to thy Jiberalitie which was not thine 

owne; but that thou fhouldeft bee bountifull to 
thofe whom he hath made poore? 
| Whatgoodnefle orexcellencie did God fee in 
: thee,more then in the pooreft reafonable creature, 
beforethou yet waft, that hee fhould make thee 
rich,andhim poore? doth it not befall to thee,as 
tothe foole? yea verily, the condition of men in this 
cafe,and the condition of beafts is all one: As one dieth, 
fo dieth the other ; allgo to one place, and allwas of the 
duft , and all fhallreturne to the duff, But that which 
 Naturehath not diftinguifhed, the wifedome and 
-— pountieof God hath by a property of calling alte- 
red,and lending his treafures to the rich men of the 
world, hath fhewed to them an example of his Zz- 
beralitie, to this end, that they might be so ip 

| de 
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ded to others, diftributing as faithful Rewards of 
his gifts, according to the neceflitie of the Saints. 
Wherefore our Sauiour Chiift proclaimeth, wos 
afaith{ull fersant and wife, whons his mafter bath made 
ruler ouer lis boufbold, to gine then weat in feafoir. Ble/. 
edisthat ferwamt, whom bis mafler when hee commeth 


ball finde fo doing. Saint Paul exfiorteth vsto doe 


good to all, but {pecially to the houfhold of faith 

and writeth to Tzemothy,to charge them that berich in 

this world, that they do cosd, and be rich in good workes, 
ready to diflribute and communicate.He fheweth Titus 

alfo, that the end ofour Redemption is, that we might 

be Xealous of zood workes : and therefore willeth him 

toaflirme,Z hat they which haue beteeued in God, might 

becarefulltofhew forth good werkes,ce, 

Buralas, the practile of this age is farre otherwife. 
Por thofe that haue wealth, cither abufe them to 
the {atisfying of their prodigall lufts, in Whoring, 
Dicing, or Drinking, till all orthe moftbe fpentsor | 
elfe (as others) vfe them only to looke vpon them, 
or that itmightbe faid they hauethem:few or none 
there be, that vfethem aright tothe glory of God, 
and reliefe of hischildren. God gaue conimande- 
ment that there fhould not bea begger in Iffael:but 
how many idle perfons haue we in the ftreetes of 
our Cities, in. the High-wayes, and corners of our 
pathes, which dayand night call ypon the paffers 
by, and yet remainevnprouided for ¢ How many | 
hungry, naked, fatherlefle, widowes, poore men 


_and oppreffed, perith for want of that which God 


hath lent to thefexich theeues’ (forno better then 
thecuesare they, keeping vp that which God gaue 
| them. 


Good newes from Uirginia, a 
them to difperfe to holy and good vies). But what 
faith Salomon, Hee that bideth bis cyes frome the poore, 
fhall bane many.curfes. 


What fhall weiudgethen of thofemen,whobe- | 


ing rich in fubftance, and poore in good workes ? if 


Paul may bee heard, they have not yet beleeued ri 


H$ 2. 


P70H,28,27. 


Chrift died for thern. {f Saint lobn Way ludge, they 1 lebu 3.9%. 


haue noloue of Godin them, For whofoewer ({aith 
he) bath this worlds goods, and feeth his brother haue 
need,and fhutteth up his compafiron from him,hew dvel.- 
leth the loue of Godin him ? Surely, Chrift that hall 
iudge euery man according to his workes,when he 
fhail call them to render.an‘ accountof their Ste- 
wardthip, will pronounce a heauie fentence againkt 


them : Caf? thoje unprofitable feruants intovtter darke. Matib.r5.30. 


neffe, there [hall be weeping ana gnafhing of teeth, 


Go too now, yourich miferable men,weepeand sames 5.2. 


howle for the miferies that fhall come vpon you. 


Remember the churlifhneffe of Nabal, and forget 1.Sam.25.. 


not the tormented tongue of Dines. Make hatte €i- pp. 56, 


ther torepent betime, or makeaccountto heare the 


dreadfull fentence of the greatludge, Gee yee cur(ed, Matih.25. 


&c. for ye haue been vucharitable. But you(my bre- 
thren.) in whofe heartstheloue of God abideth, 
fhew the bowels of your compaffion to your fel- 
low feruants, as needrequireth. Remember the af. 


flictions of Jofeph, and bee aflured of this; that bee Prou.ts.17, 


that hath mercte vpon the poore, lendeth unto the Lord, 
&c. You willhelpe your friend, becaufe heeloues 
you, and ts the companion of your eftate. Nature 
-teacheth vs to commiferate the diftreffcs of our 


brethren, becaufe we are of the fame flefh,and haue. 
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our parents common. Howcan wethen withhold 
the hands of our reliefe from thofe that ftand in 
need of our helpe? Weeare all fellow-feruants of 
ane Lordand Matter, Tefus Chrift. Wee haue all. 
one common Father,God the maker of heauen and 
earth, We are all members of one myfticall bodie, 
moft vnfeparably vnited to our head Iefus Chrift, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, How then can we 

fee our fellow-feruants, our deare brethren, yea,the 
members of our owne bodie to paffe by vs, hun- 
ery and naked, vnfed, vnelothed? Take heed (I be-. 
feech you) that LaXarws ftarue not at your doores, . - 
nor Davids meflengers returne emptie. If Ebjab- 
come to foiorne with you, thruft him not out of 
doores, thouknoweft nothow foone God may al. 

ter the times, andreftore thine eftate. The Church 

of Macedoniaiscom mended, becanfe,though they. 
were in wantthemfelues, yet they fupplied theex- 

treame want of other Churches, * yea,ifthe Saints 

at lerufalem want, or the Churches a farre off, lay 

vpthe firft day ofeuery weeke fomewhat to fendto 
theirrelicfe. Andfoyoudoing, may gather com- 
fart to your felues that you fhall heare that comfor- 

table fentence, Vewite benedilti patris quoniam. fuiflis 
liberales: Come you ble([ed of my Father yeceruethe king 


_ domeprepared for you ; for you hanz been liberal, &e. 


_ [might fay much more in the commendation of- 
Liberalitie: burthetimerequiring feffe Tcome now 
with hafte vnto thefecond pointof the Comniin- 
dement. | a: 
- Caft thy bread, &c. Whate hath God giuen vs- 
goods to calt them away ? yea verily, for Salomon 
OF Hei ls a faith, , 
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faith, There is atime tofecke, and a time 10 lofé ; atime 
to keepe, and atime to caft away. Which time of lofing 
and cafting away the Scripture, heere noteth. But 
by this word of cafting away, is meant no violent 
reicaing, or negligent lofing of fome things that : 
we hate or doe notgreatly efteeme: but a hiberall ig 
giuingaway of fuch things as we do poffefle: which 
may appeare by thefe reafons. 
Firft by the nature of the originall word=~» which | 
2 moft vfually fignifieth to fend our, Mittere ce ensit- 
| rere andifoitis vied by Mofés, Gea.7.7. where hee | 
| faith, that Nosh ent outthe Raucn, and afterward 
the Douetwice, heevfeth this word continually, 
riruin er cmifit vand fo hath botly Pagainus and Méer- 
serus expoundedit. Secondly, it may appeare by 
the agreement of the Text, with the verfes follow- 


ing : for the Dottrine handled is touching Libera- _ 
fitie, allegorically comparedto the feede of bread ig 

(for fo bread maybe heere'vnderftood) which hut in 

bandmen caft notaway,but fowas wellin moift,as | | 


in drier grounds vand fo Tremelias doth interpret: 
them. Now ashusbandmen donot caft away ther 
feede, which they fingintothe eround, forhatred ° 
or negieét, butvnder hope of Godsbleffing: euen: 
! fy Inberall men exercifing the workes of charitie, doe 
not caftaway theiralmes,as-one tharcaftetlia bone © 
to adagge, or fingeth dead lowers from him, RC. - 
but freely beftow the almes of God without prids, - 
vaine-glory, ordifdaine, yea, without hope of ary — 
reftitution, orany other recompence, befides the 
acceptance of God, and the reward which God ° 
fhall gine vnto himinthislife,but efpecially im the 
SBT i. PK SH great = 


‘POU 17.24 


laves.4. 


datib.s.48. 


| |) atetth.e.x. 
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great day ofhis harteft. And with this doth agree 


“that faying of Salomon, Thereis that featrereth and is 


more tucreafed. Sothatthe {piritof God teacheth Vs 
by this word of calting, how we may featterour - 
good deedsand beftow our almes,as that they may 
beaccepted of Godand profitablevato vs. As,ma- 
ny askeand receine not, becaule they aske amiffe: {0 
the moft that caftaway finde not, becaufe they bee | 


-illiberallin sheir Gberalitie, or becaufe they giue a- 


THA GAs sens : Reyg 
Let vs then learne from-hence to caft away our 
bread freely's freely we hauereceined our g00ds from- 
God, let vs freely gine: fo thall wee become follo- 
wets of God and our 4berabtie draw toward the 
perfection required of vs. The commandement of 
Chriftisthat wefhould be perfec? as cur heaucnly fas. 
ther is perfec?. Now then Gods liberalitie being per: 
fect, let vs alfo be perfetinour good deeds: this is 
a poyntvery needtull forvs all toiconfider; for God 
requireth Lberalitie from us alls and very few among 
the.diuers multitudes. of Qluers. gine aright} it 
fhall bee counted ahigh point of wifdome invs : 
firft, to informe our felues thoroughly, by what 
me¢anes our charitie may become perfe@ and ac- 
ceptable in‘ the fight of God, before we reach out 
our hands togiue, Our great Matter Chrift, the 
mouth of Gedto man, haridlingthe do@rine of H- 


beratitiein his Sermonon themount, bath taught 


vs many rules touching theright manner of giving 
almes, which wee may referre to thefe fue poynts, 
--Firft, that we giuein faith, for without faith iris 
vnpollible to pleafeGod;therfore without ae our 
almes 


Good ne'ives from Virginia, =o 
almes cannot pleafe-God: the fumme of which 
faith is this ; firtt,that God will accept of vs and our 
almes for his fonne Iefus Chrifts fake;for no worke 
of any mancan pleafe God, before the man him- 
felfe bee approved of him,and then all our good 
deeds fhall be accepted of him. Secondly,that wee 
be not haitie in expecting a prefent recompence of 
_ reward, butto waite patiently vpon Godby faith 
~ forthe good fucceffe of our almes. So husband- zines 5.7, ig 
men that caft their {eed intothe ground; Ray vntill is 
thetime of harueft, depending vpon God for the | 1. 
fruitful increafeoftheirlabors. So Pax/ doth plant y.¢0;.3, - ie 
and Ua pelos doth water, but euen both thefe doe is 
‘Waite vpon God fortheblefling of their Miniftery: 18 
This is the caufe why heretofore much, of our — | 
almes beftowed vpon the affaires of Virginia haue 
been fo caft away, that they could neuer be found 
-_ againe hitherto: for many of vs haue notbeen re- 
—_ conciled to God, norapproued of hims: Some of 
our Aduenturers in Lewdow haue been moft mife- 
rable couetous men,fold onerto Viurie, Extortion e 
_ and Opprefiion. Manyofthe menfent hither haue 
bin Murtherers,;Vheeucs, Adulterers, idle perfons, 
and what not befides, all which perfons God ha- 
teth even from his very foule:how then could their 
-_ almes or any thing elfe which they doe,be pleafing 
_-ynto'God ¢ Such mens prayersare abominable in 
the fight of God,how much more their Almes¢ 
| The fecondrule in giving is, that weegivein 
— Loue, which whofoeuer lacketh cannot giuea- 
| right, and faith Saint Pawl, Though 7 feede the poore 1.Cer.133. 
swith all may goodsand bane. not lone, v3 profitcth me no- 
thing. 
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nothing. The fam of which loueis,that out ofmere 
pittic,compafiion and fellow-fecling of our neigh- 
bours wanits, we cat our bread to bim , not for con: 
ftraint of law, and cuftome of parifhioners, neither 
for any finifter refpect of praife or vaine-glorie. 
Wherefore the fame Pan/{aith, Hethat distrebuteth, 


Let. him doe it with fomplicitie: and our Sauiour Chritt 


commandeth, that when thou doeft thine almes, let 


— not thy left band know what thy righthand doth. 


Thirdly, we muft give our almes bowxtifully and 
with acheerefull minde : butas euery one wifhethin 
his heart, fo let him giue,noterudging or of necefatie, 

for God loneth a cheerefull giuer: He that foweth fparing. 
ty [hall reape alfo (paringly , and he that foweth liberally 
fhall reape affo liberally, Yet notwithftanding this 
bofitifulnes hath two properlimits, beyond which 
it is not to pafle. Firft, wee muft bee bountifull 
oncly according to abilitie , for if we giue all at one 
time,we may leaue our felues naked, and be difin- 
abled for giuing any more hereafter : therefore 
thofe Papifts that giue away all and turne begging 
Friers are. to bee blamed, for God that hath faid, 
there fhall bee poore alwaies with you, forbiddeth 


_ inthe fame place, that there fhouldbe any begger 


in Ifraell , and therule of John Baptist is,thathethat 
hath two coats fhould not giue away both of them, 
whereby he might be left naked, but he muft giue 
one away, and referue the otherfor himfelfe. The 
fecond limite of our bountieis, that we gite more 
ot lefle according to the neceflitie of the Saivts,and 
this Saint Pan! teacherh,Rom.12.18. 
The fourth rule of right giving, sei 
| price. 
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hence,which is,thatwe giueouralmes with difcre- 
tion. Firft,thanwe communicate fach things as the: 
neede of our neighbour requireth ;:the thirftie: 
man-mut haue drinke, the hungrie and naked, 
mieate and apparrell, the imprifoned for debt,mo- 
riey.and the like. Secondly, wemuft not defer the ete actpre 
time ofour reliefe,left that wee giuetoo late, when? el Bh 
thecafe of our neighbour is pait helpe: Bis dat gui 
citodat : The Phyfition comé¢s too late when the. 

- patientis dead. Buta word {poken infeafon is likevrjou.23.11, 
apples.ofigoldiand pictures of filuer: whileft thaw’ | 
may,then doe good, thou knoweft not then what: 
may befallafterward. Inthe morning fowe thy Ecclef-11.6. 
feede, and in the after noone let not thy hand reft, 
for thou knoweéft notwhétherfhail profprr;this or 
that. Surely ifthere wereeuerany oppormnitie gi- 
ven of fetting forward this Plantation,the feafonis 
now moft fit Strike then whileftthe iron is hot,do 
this good worke whileft you may,before it bce too 
late. Thirdly,wemuft chufefuch aplaceasmay be 

- void of vaine-glorieand hipocrifie: Ourleft hand 
may notknow wharourright hand doth » Homeres Math. 
palamn dandi fuot,eleensofina clams: Wonorsmaybee 
openly given forthe io courdgement of othersy 

put aliies-deeds mutt’ bee given infecret : then 
thy Farber that feeth in:fecret fhall reward thee o- 
penlyio 29iisoon igrotstods os goibrosor 16 2189 

The lat rule of gining is,that we give inTuftices . 5 
whieh isythatwe cutnot large thongs outof ano- 
ther maris lether ; that wéegiue not other mens 
voods, but {uch as bec our owne, and. thofe truely 
eotten,the text faith, that the bread muft be thine, 
ae PS euen 
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cuen thine owne, not another mans. Te trye fea 
fling isto breakethine ownebreadto the hanger; 
shoe poore that wanderinto thinehonfe.  — 
The next point to behandied is, wherein weare 
to bee liberal], what wee areto give: Salomon hath: 


to bring. 


“fhut vpall vaderthe name of Bread, whereby (as I 


{aid before) is meant all things wherein we may re.’ 
leeue the neceffities of ourneighbours: for ifa man 
fhall caft his drinke,apparell,golde, and the like Vp- 
on the waters, he (hall after many daies find them « 
but Salomon included al thefealmes vider thename 
of bread; becaufé hee would enforce this doctrine 
vnder one Allegorie of fowing,and therefore doth 
{uite his phrafe with words of moft fignificancie, 
Againe, bread isthe ftaffe of good nourifhment, 
andthe moft viuall kindeofalmes which we eine. 
This article then of this Commandementis, that if 
our neighbours doe f{tand in need ofour helpe in 
any thing wherein we may helpethem; wearenot 
to. with-hold our handfrom them; ‘but'to caft our 
almes liberally vntothem. ¢s0 00 (6, 
And this muft needs bethe meaning of the ho- 
ly Ghoft, for. Pau! teacheth vs to aiffribute according 
tothe necefiitie of the Saints: burthe Saints neede mae 
ny things very often befide bread, yea befides food: 
and rayment, wherefore ouralmes mutt needes bee 
caft out, according to the feucral neceffities of thofe 


. that want, suis ow 


-o/THe wants of men bee diners. fome are of the , 
mind,fome of the bodie, and fome be of the outs 
ward goods: and thus haue the Diuines deuided 
them, DUE gli iin 3: (fe 
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~The diftreffes of the mind aremoft grievous and 
‘needs the beftreliefe; but of them all, ignorance of 

{pirituall matters is moft common,moft dangerous. 
“The bread that mutt relieve this, isthe mouth of Prou.r9. 
wifdome; whichisliberallininftra@ion, which is 
as finett filuer,which fhall be fruitfull in vnderftan- 
ding, which doth know what isacceptable, which 

. isa tree oflifeand which feedeth many. This was 

thealmes which Paw! wentto caft,away in cace- g 

donjand liberally diftributedin cAtars his ftreete in ik 

Athens. And thisisthealmes which maybeemoft — . ? 

« profitable vnto this barbarous Countrey of Virgi- 

nia, wherethe name of God hath beene yet icarce 
heard of: The wants ofthe bodi¢e be many, butnot 

‘fo dangerous : and thofe bee principally hunger, 

| thirft, ficknefle,and wounds : according to which 

| cafes our almes mutt be beftowed. Thefentence of 

the great Tudge fhall bee according to the tenor of 

this: When I was an hungry you fedmee, when I matib.25. 

| was athirft you gaue mee drinke, when I wasficse s 

-youvifited mee. As forthe helping of wounded fe 

‘men,our Saviour Chrift hath given vsa notable in- i. 

ftance and incouragementto bee mercifulltoward 

them,in the caleof the wounded Iew,whom when 

neither the Prieft nor the Leuite that pafled'by , , ., 4 

would relieue,a Samaritan moftliberally provided ~~ EN 
for; even fo let vsdoe. The wants of our neigh- 

bours outward ftate are moft and every where 

common. Firft, wee muft freely giue to the poore, 

as clothes to the naked, liberall gleanings to the 
——_flranger, fatherleffe and widow ; Luftice in Iudge- 
| menttotheopprefled,&ce. 

aC. Fe Secondly, 
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' Secondly, wemuftfreely lend whereby wemay 
be oftentimes as:beneficiall to our neighbour as by 
giuing. Concerning which our Sauiour: Chirilt 


faith, From bin that would borrow of thee, turne not a- 
way tay faces‘ And) the commandément of God Is, 


Thou fhalt opeti thy hands to thy poore brother, and lend 
hime {uffiicient for his neede which he hath. “nib 
Thirdlie, we matt freelie forgiueandremitthe 


-duedebt which-ourneighbourdoth owe vato vs, 


ifitfo fallout. that God bring him into’ decay and 
extreaine pouerti¢. So the pledgeor pawne which 
ourneighbourleaueth withvs, if it belong to his 
neceflarie vie, 4s his raimentorthe like, wee are to - 


reftore it to himagaine,beforethe Suni goe downe. 
And this ts the exhortation of Nehemiah tothe hard 
harted-rulers of the Lewes, that opprefled their bre- 
“thren.with, Vfurie and the like. And thus manie 
‘waies may we calt away ourbread,and forallthefe 
1. kinds of Almes, bread is heeretobe takem> ©). 
» 9'Wherefore feeing there bee fo manie waiesto 
‘exercife our liberalitie, let vs.not think it fufficient 
. tobe bountifullin.one kindeof good workes, and 
‘hard hearted in others, butthat our liberalitie may 


be profitable to vs, let vs-giue in all, as the prefent 


need requireth. Some men will gine almes at their 
gate, of the {craps of their table, but will not part 
-withone pennie of monie to anie.charitable deed, 
Others will bee ready tofpend theirvoicein the 
Anftruction and reproofe of their neighbour: orit 
may bee to {peake a good word forhim, butwill 
~part withnone of their owne goods to, helpe them. 


And fome men will be onely liberal in building of 
Sros2 o 3 eee 7 Chur, 
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Churches, Hofpitalls and the like, which indeede 
be good works, yet are they neither meritorious, 
northemoft principall, for manie times the gift of 
apeeceof bread, oracup of colde water is more 
needfull, Sa/owon putteth bread the cheefeft almes, 
_ and Chriftat the day ofiudgement, will not con- 
“demne. men for want of buildings, butof other 
more ncedfullalmes, and leffe chargeable. But if 
the Church of Rome will maintaine the merit of atznh.2¢. 
their Abbies, Nunneries, Temples, let them heare 
agreat {choole man oftheir owne, Thomas Aquinas .' af 
who reckoned vp the feuerall works of charity be- sovinass., z 
longing tothe body, hath either forgotten or neg- que.32.4r.2, is 
lected{uch buildings: hee hath fhutthem vpall in 4 
this one: verle vifito, poto, cibo, redimo, tego, colligo, 
condo, the meaning whereof is-that true liberality 
confifteth in vifiting the ficke, giuing drinke to the 
thirty, meat tothe hungry, in redeeming the cap- 
tive and:imptifoned,in couering the naked, in ga- 
thering or calling home poore trauelling ftrangers 
to his honfe,andin buriall ofthedead, but in all 
thefe he hath made no mention of thofe buildings. 
Wherefere let vs learne not onely to fpend Gods 
almes, butto be fuch provident Stewards or pro. 
widers for the feruants of God,as that wee may bee 
liberallin all kinde to giue them meat, drinke and 
other of Gods goodsin neceflity according to the 
feuerall neceffities of them. 

The fourth point in order tobeeconfidered is, «Whe. 
who may properlie give almes which may eafilie — 
-be determined,if we confider the diuers kinds of 
good works which weehave now lately. rehearfed. 

Be For. 
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_Forhee thatis not able to beeliberall in one kinde, 
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may bee fit for another, which may be noted in the 
almes of Peter and: John entring into the Temple, 
when they reftored the lame cripple to his health, 
to whom they faidin this manner, Sé/aer and Gould 
bane [none, but {uch as I hane,that gine | thee..Whence 
wee may concludethat Esery one may bee a giuer of 
almes. For he that hath nor theriches of wealth and 
cannot gire much, let him giue a little according 
to the meafure of his abilitie. Wherefore our Sa- 
uiour Chrift commendeth the liberality of the 
poor widdow, which caft into the treafurybuttwo | 


‘mites, which was all that the had. 


Thofe alfo thathaue not money and goods to 
helpe their neighbour, let them lend the helpe of 
their bodily labour, of their callings,or the vertues 
of their foule and body vnto them, and this was Pe 
ters Almes. ; E 25, TTY 

And thefe whom pouerty,age or fubieGtion (vn- 
to the hard gouernment of others) hath made vn- 
fit for thefe two: let them exercife their Liberality, 


_ in praying forthe reliefe of thofe that want,which 


is the proper calling of d/mes-men, and Hofpitall chile 
dren ; yeaitis the dutie of vsall. 

This isthe doctrine, and I befeech God to ftirre 
vp your'minds to the practife of liberalitie in all 
things towards all men. And remember the poore 
eftate of the ignorant inhabjtants of Virginia. Catt 
forth your almes ( my brethren of England) and 
extend your liberality on thefe charitable workes, 
which God hath called you to performe. Let - 


_ hot the feruants of fuperftition, that thinke tomeric 


; by 
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by their good works (as they terme them) goe be- 
yond vs in well doing; neither let them be able to 
open their mouths againft vs, and to condemne 
the religion ofourProteftation, for want of chi 
ritable deeds. 

Irmay bee fomemen will fay the worke is great, 
Lam notable to relieve it, laniwer the work is fuch 
and fuch order isnow taken,that thofe that cannot 
giue much,may be liberal ina little. Thofe that can- 
not helpein monies by reafon of their pouerty,may 

- venture their perfons hither, & heere not only ferue 
God, but helpe alfo thefe poore Indians, and build 
a {ure foundation for themfelues, but if you can do 
neither ofthefe, then fend your earneft prayers to 

God forthe profperity ofthis worke. =. 

The firkt pointin order, & laft Article of this cé- 
mandement remaineth now to be handled: which 
is concerning the perfons to whom weare to bec li- 
berall, that isto all menin generall, who fland in 
need of ourreleefe and helpe. Forif corne be cadt 
vpon the waters, or very watry grounds,it cannot 
profper or bring forth increafe : So if good works 
be beftowed on vnthankfull or vnable perfons;wee 
are not toexpedt a recompence of reward fro them. 
From whence wee may gather an argument from. 
the lefle to the greater: that if wee are to be liberal 

 tofuch as cannot or will not requite vs, orto fuch 
as will not deferue ourkindneffe, how much more 
to them, that may deferue our good will, or will 
make confcience (if they can) to be thankfull vnto 
vs in the beft manner? So then if we muftbe liberal | 


both to good men and bad ; to thankfull and vn- 
| thankfull | 


§. 10 whom. 
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thankful!,to our enemies and friends, it followeth 
that we muft be Charitable to allmen. , | 
Galath.6.10. Ane this is the rule of S. Paul,do good to all but 
fpecially to the houfhold of Faith. Though the chile’ 
dren of God bee chiefely to be refpected: yer are: 
we not to withhold our almes from any one, ifthey 
need ourhelpe. Therule of Chrift is anfwerable : 
Matths.s2. Ginehimthat asketh, and from him that would borrow: 
of thee turne not away, Doe good to themthat hate you, 
and pray for thei which burt you,and perfecute you. And 

fo Paul expoundeth this rule of Chrilt : If thine eves 
imie hunger, feed him, if hee thirft, giuehim drinke. If 
then we muft feed and cloath our enemies and per. 
fecutors, how much more our friends and helperss: 
itremaineth then that we muft do good toall. 

- From hence we may take iuft occafion to blame 
the vncharitable difpofition of hard hearted rich: 
men,and wealthy Parifhes,which fuffer multitudes 
of poore men and wonien to perifhin their quar- 
ters for want of their reliefe. The commandement: 
of God is,thatthere fhould be no beggers in Ifrael. 
But looke into theftreets of our Cities, and paffe 
frorn them into all the quarters of England, and 

you hall find neitherCourt nor Countrey, Citie, 

or Village, without the importunate crauings of — ; 

thofe thatcric Give, Give. From hence iris that fo 
many bafe theevesjand pettierobbersjlurke imeue- 
ry corner, vntill the common trees of execution: 
hang them vp.From hence it is that fo many poore 
mens children,wanting the charitie of others,to fee 
them brought vp in learning and fome honeft vo- 
cation, were better if they had neuer been borne, 
| . then ~ 
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then toliue in fuchmiforder, as moft of them doe. 
Repent therefore betimes, you able mifers, leftthe 
woe of Saint /ames fall vpon you, left God heare the lasses 5.1. 
cries and curfes ofthe poore, and heape miferies, 
without meafure, vpon fuch miferable men. And 
now let me turne your eyes, my brethren of Eng- 
land, to behold the waters of Virginia: where you 
may beholda fit f{ubiect for the exercife of your Li- 
beralitie, perfons enough on whom you may caft a- 
way your Bread, and yet not without hope, after 
many daies to finde it. Yea, I will not feare to af- 
firmevnto you, that thofe men whom God hath 
madeableany way tobehelpefull to this: Plantati- 
on, and made knowne vnto them the neceflities of 
ourwants, are/bound in confcience by vertue of 
this precept, to lay their helping handsto it, either 
_ with their purfe, perfons, or prayers, fo farre forth 
as God hathmadethem fit forit.. For it is euident 
that our wife God hathbeftowedino gift vpon any 
man, for their priuate vfe,but for the good of othet 
men, whom God fhall offerto their Léberalitie. 
» Wherefore,fince God hath opened the doore of 
Virginia, to our countrey of England, wee are to 
thinke that God hath,as it were,by word of mouth 
called vs in,to beftow our feuerall Charity on them. 
And that this may the betterappeare, we haue ma- 
ny reafons to encourage vsto bee Liberal! minded 
and open-handed toward them. 
Firft, if we confider the almoft miraculous be- 
ginning, and continuance of this plantation, we 
muft needs confeffe that God hath opened this paf- he 
{age vnto vs,and led vs by wie vnto this he sip 
or \@ 


~ 


220 Good newes from Uirginia, 


For the Marriners that were fent hither firft to dif- 
couer this Bay of Che/apeac, found it onely by the 
~ meere directions of Gods prouidence : for] heard 
one of them confeffe, thateuen then, when they 
were entred within the mouth of the Bay,they dee- 
med the place they foughtfortohaue beene many 
degrees further. The finding wasnot foftrange,but 
the continuance and vpholding of it hath bin moft 
wonderfull. I may fitly compare it:to the growth 
of an Infant, which hath been afflicted from: his 
birth with fome grieuousficknes, that many times 
no hope of life hath remained, and yetit liveth (till, 
Againe,if there were nothing elle toencouragevs, 
yetthis onething may ftitre vs‘vp to goon cheare- 
fully withit: thatthe Diuellis a:capitall. enemy: as 
gaintt it,and continually feeketh which way tohins 
der the profperitie and good proceedings of it. Yea, . 
hath heretofore fo farre preuailedy by his Inftru- 
ments, the couetous hearts of many back fliding 
Aduenturers at home,and.alfoby his fervantshere: - 
fome ftriuing for fuperioritie, othersby murmu: 
rings, mutinies,& plaine treafons: & others by for. 
nication ,prophanenes,idlenesjand {uch monftrous - 
finness that he had almoft thruft vs out of thisking: 
dome, andhad indeed: quitted this: Land of vs, if 
God had not then (as one awaked out of fleepe) - 
fiood vp and fent-vs meanes of greathelpe, when 
we needed moft, and expeed leaft reliefesFhefa 
wing of thofe two honorable Knights, Sir Thomas 
Gatesand Sir George Somers, with Captaine Newport 
and the reft of the Aduenturersinthe Sea: Venture; 
as alfo theixhappy delinerance out ofthofe vnhabi- 
1 ted 
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ted and vnfrequented(becaufe feared) Ilands of the 
Barmadaes,could proceed from none other,but the 
fingnlar prouidence of God. Ifthis worthie Go- 
pernour,Sir T bos Gates had bin hindred butone 
weeke longer, it might be feared that the famine, 
which had by thattime devoured the moft of our 
countrimen heere, would haue confumed the reft. 

And when heeconfidering that his weake meancs 
- was notabletoreftore, or fuftaine the burthen of 
fach wofull diftreffes, had thipped the few remai- 

ning for England, and had forfaken with Hannibal: 
fighes,the firlt builded Lames-Towne:vpon the fud- 
dennewes met him,of the comming in of that Ho- 
norable Lord La-war, with a frefh fupplie. Where- 
upon he prefently returned to the Towne he had 

fo lately forfaken. Since, when this Englith Colony 

- hath taken betterroot ; and as af{preading herbe, 
whofe top hath bin often cropped off, renewes her 

7 growth, and fpreads her felfe more glorioufly,then 
| before. Sothis Plantation, which the diuell hath fo 
often troden downe,is by the miraculous blefling 

of God reuiued, and daily groweth to more happy 
and'more hopefull fuccefle. [have fhut vp many 
things in few words,and haue alleadged this onely 
toproucvntovs,that thefingerof God hath been 

the onely true workerheere; that God firft fhewed 

| ysthe place;God firft calledvs hither,and here God 
> by his fpeciall prouidence hath maintained vs. 
| Wherefore,by him let vs be encouraged to lay our 
helping handsto this good work, (yea Gods work) 

with all the ftrength of ourabilitie. 

Secondly, let the miferable condition of thefe 

G2 naked 
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naked flaues of the diuell moue youto compaffion 
toward them. They acknowledge that there isa 
great good God, but know him not,hauing theeyes. 
oftheir vnderftanding as yet blinded: wherefore 
they ferue the diuell for feare, after a moft bafe 
manner, facrificing fometimes (as I hatie heere 
heard) their owne Childrento him. I hauefentone 

‘Image of their god to the Counfell in England, 
which is painted vpon one fide of a toad-{toole, 
much like vnto a. deformed montter. Their Priefts 
(whom the call Quiskofoughs) are no other but 
{uch as our Englith Witches are. ‘They liue na 
kedin bodie, as if their fhame of their finne de- 
ferued no couering: Their names areas naked as 
their bodie: they efteémeit a vertue to lie,deceiue 
and ftealeas their mafter the diuellteacheth them, © 
Much more might be faid. of their miferable con- 

dition, but I refer the particular narration of thefe 
things tofome other {éafon. If:this bee their life, 
what thinke you (hall become ofthiem afterdeathe 
but to be partakets with the diuelland his angels in 
hell for euermore. Wherefore my brethren, puton 
the bowels of compaffion; ander the lamentable 
eftate of thefe miferable peopleenter in your confi- 
deration: One God created vs, they hauereafona- 
ble foules and intellectuall faculties as well'as Wee; 
weall hauet4dam for our common parent : yea; 
by nature the condition of vs both is all one,the 
feruants of finne and flaues of the diuell: Oh re- 
member (I befeech you) what was the ftate of 
England before the Gofpell was preached in our 
Countrey : How much better were we then, and 4 

aon ) concerning 
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concerning our foules health,then: thefenoware’ 
-Letthe word of the Lord found-our thar it may be 
heard in thefe parts ; and let your faith whichis to- 
ward God {pread it {elfe abroad,and fhew forth the 
charitable fruits of it in thefe barren’ parts of the 
world: cAndtethimknow that he which hath conuer- 
ted a (inner from going a fray out-of his way, {hall fanea 
foule from death, and hide a multitude of finnes. 
Butif any of vs fhould mifdoubt that this bar- 
barous peoples, vneapable of fuch heauenly my- 
fteries, let {uch men know that they afefarre mifta- 
ken in thenature of thefemen, for befides the pro- 
-mife of God, which is without refped of perfons, 
made as wellto vnwife men after the flefhjas to the 
wife,&c. letvs notthinke that thefe memare {fo fim- 
»pleas fome haue fuppofed them :: for they are of 
bodie luftie,ftrong,and very nimble: they area ve- 
ty vnderftanding generation, quicke of apprehen- 
fion, {uddaine in: their difpatches, fubtile in their 
- déalings,exquifite in their inuentions,and induftri- 
_ .ous:in their labour. I fuppofe the-world hath no 
better marke-men with their: bow ‘and arrowes 
then they be; they will kill birds fying, fifhesdwim- 
-. ming, and-beafts running»:| they fhootealfo with 
- meruailous ftrength, they fhot oneof our men be- 
ing ynarmed quite through the bodie, and nailed 
both his armes to his bodie with one arrow: one 
_ oftheir Children alfo, abouttheage of 12. or 13. 
—_-yeares,killed a bird with his arrow in my fight. The 
 feruice of their God is anfwerable to their life,be- 
’ ing performed with great feare andattention, and 
| omany ftrange dumb fhewes vfedin the fame, ftret- 
HO? | G2 _ ching: 
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ching forth their limbes and ftraining their bodie, 
much like to the counterfeit women in England 
who faine themfelues bewitched, or poflefled of . 
fome euill {pirit.: ade gh bustiac bh i 
They ftand in great aweof their Oaiakofoughs 
or Prielts, which are.a generation of vipers euenof 
Sathans.owne brood. The manner of their lifeis 
much like to thepopith Hermits of ourage;:for 
they line alone in the woods, in houfes fequeftred 
fromthecommon courfe of men, neither mayany 
man bee fuffered to come into their houfe or to 
{peake with them , but when this Prieft doth call 
him. He taketh no care for his viduals, forall {uch 
kinde of things both bread and water, &c. are . 
brought vnto a’ place neere vnto ‘his cottage and 
there are left, which hee fetcheth for his proper 
neede. If they would haue raine, or haue loftany 
_thing,they haue theirrecourfetohim, who coniu- 
rethfor them, and many tintes preuaileth: If they 
be'ficke,he istheir Phyfition, ifthey bee wounded 
he fuckcth them. Athis command they make warre- 
and peace,neither doethey any thing of moment 


ate Without him. I'will:‘not bee teadious in thefe 
an flrange Narrations;when I haue more perfe@ly en- 
a i tered into their fecrets,you hall know all. Finally, 
By thereisa ciuill gouernement:amongftthem which 
Ma I | they ftri@ly obferue,and thew thereby that the law 
| of Nature dwellethinthem : for they haue.a rude 


Ainde of Common-wealth, and rough gouerne- 
ment, wherein they both honour and obey their 
Kings, Parents, and Gouernours, both greater 
and leffe, they obferue the limits of their owne 
SHi> 8 ad pofieflions, 
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poffeffions, and incroach not vpon their neigh- 
bours dwellings. Murtheris a capital) crimefcaree 
heard of among them: adultery is moft feuere- 
ly punifbed, and fo are their other offerices. Thefe. 
vnnurtured grounds of reafon in’ them’, may 
ferue toincourage vs:to inftru them itrthe know- 
ledge of the true God, the rewarder of all righte- 
oufneffe, not dowbdting but that he that was power- 
full to faue vs by his word,when we were nothing, ie 
wil be mercifull alfo to thefe fonnes of Adam in his’ ik 
appointed time, in whom there bee remaining fo iy 
many footlteps of Gods image.’ Wherefore'you : ft 
wealthy men of this world, whofe bellies'God hath 
filled with his hidden’Treafure? trattnot in-wncer: 14 
taineriches, neither caft your eyes vponthem; for _ & 
riches taketh herto her wings asan Eagle, ‘and fli- 3 
eth into Heauen. But bce rich in good works ready 10 Pron.r3.4. 
diftvibute or communicate, How thamefully doe the «Tim. 6. 
moft of you either miferably detaine,or wickedlie. 
mifpend Gods goods, whereof hee made you his- 
ftewards?’ The Couetous:perfon feekes to hide his ~ 
talent frony the good of others ‘and himfelfe ; ho- | 
nouting itas his God, which fhould be his 'feruant, - 1 | 
TheProdigall men of our land makehaftto flinga. ig 
way Gods treafures,as a greeuous burthen' which E 
they defire to beeafedof. Some make noferupleat? \g 
it, to fpend:yearelyan hundred pounds,two thie, . i¢ 
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fiue hundred, and much moreabout dogs!, haukes~ 
and hounds and {uch fports ; which will not giue - 
fiue handred pence to the releefe of Gods poore” 
members. Others will not care to lofe twovor three 

_ thoufand poundina night,ar Cards and Dicejand - 
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yet fuffer poore Lazarus to perifh in their ftreets for 
want of their Charitable Almes. Yea diuers will hyer. 
gardens at great rents, and build {tately houfes for’ 
their whoeress which haue go compaffion.on the’ 
Fatherlefle and widdowes: Haw. much better were) 
it forthefe mento rememberthe afflictions: of Zo-' 
feph,to extend the bowels of their compaffion:to' 
the poore, the fatherles, afflitediand thelike, then 
tomifpend that which they muft give afiraircac. 
count of;at theday ofiudgement? Are not thefe 
miferable people heere better then hawks, hounds, 
whoresand-theliker O youthat fpend{fo muchon 
them 4, thinke it.no.difhononr to your perfons,no 
impouerifhing to your ftate, to beftow fomewhat 
tothe raifing vp of Chriftskingdome, and mainte- 
~ nanceoffe holy and heauenly.an action:as this is, 
God ofhis goodneffe that hath giuen,you abilitie 
_ .toperformeit, make you willing to.help it forward, 
with the belt of your powefii«: -s so p o 
For after many. daies thou {halt find #t. Hitherto haue 
we {poken of the commandemént and the feuerall 
branches.of thefame: Now follows: the reafon of 
this Commandement which the Holy :Ghoft v- 
feth heere to ftirvs vp vnto liberality, which is ta- 
ken from the reward which wee-fhall haue. of our 
well-doing, for after many daies thou fhalt find it , the 
fome of which reafon is, thatthough God doe not 
prefently reward ourwelldoing,but doe defer the 
requitall ofit for many daies, yet thy good works 
fhall not perifh, but God at the appointed time, 
fhall abundantly recompence thy liberality. Outof 
this reafon wee may gather two notable conclufi- 
ons 
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ons touching’ the reward of liberality. Firft wee 
may conclude from hence, that God doth not al- 
waies give a prefent reward to the good works ; 
he doth for the moft part defer his rewards manie 
daies, fometimes many yeares , yea fometimes e- 
ven till death it felfe, when hee will neuerceafe to 
reward vsaccording to our works, with vnipeakea- 
ble ioyes of blefled immortality.And the wifdome 
of God doth thus defer his rewards for moft fingu- 
larreafons. For if God fhould prefently reward 
good works, who then would not bea prodigall oi- 

‘ver, who then would bee a faithfull giuer? For 
when aman is certaine of prefent gaine he will not 
fpareto giveabundantly, becaufe he feeth an ex- 
ceeding profit ready tobe put into bis handsfor fo 
doing: and this would ftirre vp the moft couctous 

_ wretch in the world to be liberall, gaping out of 
meere couetoufnefie, after an ouer-plus of reward. 
Wherefore God hath made the time and conditi- 
on of his rewards doubttull;that we might not bee 
couetous of the benefit : but that he might exercifle 
our faith , and teach vs with patience of hope to 
expect the appointed time of his reward. The prin- 
cipall point of perfectcharity is, that wee giue in 
faith, whofe true nature isto depend vpon God for 
the good fucceffe of our almes,for Faith is the ground gyre 
of things thas are hoped for,cy the eutdence of things that 
ave noryeene: now ifwe fhould hauethe reward of 
good works in the view of our cies, and ready as it 
were to be putinto our hands, what place would 
then de left for practife of faith whofe obiect is vn- 


feene, whofe hopes bee of afterwards? Wherefore 
H S.Pawl 
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¥Tim.6. —-§. Pauladuifeth Timothy to charge them that bee 
rich in this worldtobe rich in good works, not for 
any prefenr reward whichthey were to haue, but 
onely for the benefits to come, /aying up ( faith he) 
in Store for. themfelnes a good foundation , against the 
time to come , that they may obtaine eternall life. The 
Adlsto.4. meflage which God fentto Cornelius by his Angell 
is worthy to be noted of vs. TAy prayers (faith the 
Angell to him) and thine atmes are come vp into re. 
membrance before God. Cornelius wasa man thathad 
giuen much almesto the poore, which God did | 
not prefently reward, for hee didfeeme rather. to 
haue forgotten his liberality, wherefore now hee 
faith that his almes. are come vp inte remem: 
brance, the meaning whereof muft needs bee, that 
though God did fecmeto neglect his liberality, yer 
he had not forgotten his almes, but now meant to _ 
2.Kuags. 4.10, reward them. The Shunamite woman that Pro- 
uided achamber, table,ftoole, and candlefticke for 
Elifha. And Tabitha whichis Dorcas , that was fo 
full of good works and almes.deeds which thedid, | 
were both atthe firlt view rather punithed for their 
good works, then prefently rewarded: forthe irk 
lofther onely fonne, thefecond fell ficke and va- — 
timely died: But markethe ende, God forgarnot 
to requitethem,euen inthis world, forthe Shuna- 
‘mite bad her fonne reftored to her alive by the 
prayer of Elifha: and Dorcas by the miniltery of 8. 
Peter was railed againeto lite. By thisthat hath bin 
faid,itmay eafily appeare, that God dooth out of 
his infinit wifdome defer the time, & prolong (ma- 
ny daics for the moft part) the reward of our gan: 
a 7 and 


Alts.9.36. 
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_ and liberality; from whence we may leatne, that it 
is the propertie oftrue charity to neglect the pre- 
fent reward. For Loue the mother of liberality is t.cont. 
not couetous , burt is bountifull; it belecueth all 
things, it hopeth all things: and Faith the grounde 
and firlt pedegree of right giuing, doth not make 
haft; but repofeth it felfevpon the expectation of !#7°"% 
hope. Wherefore in communicating our goods, 
and di(triburing our almes, let vs haueno couctous 
eye, ayming at the prefent profit:but let vs depend 
with faith vpon the future bleffing which {hall 
come in due feafon. Forif wee would thoroughly 
confider the thing as it is,wee fhall finde that all the 
reward ofour well doing comes not from any me- 
‘yit ordefert ofours, but onely from the meere met- 
cy of God. Whatman can fay that the goods which 
he poffeffeth be his owne? Or what haue wee that 
we haue not receiued ” When wee haue made the 
moft and beft ofour (elues,we are burthe ftewards 
of Gods goods,and the Almners of his purfe. Why 
then fhould wee looke to be payed extraordinarily 
for the giuing of that whichis not our owne, but 
which wee are commaunded by our Mafter tobe- 
ftowe Wehaue more need to pray with Dania, O rfals30.5. 
Lord if thou bee extreame to markewhat is done ami(fe, 
who may abide it ? Andto confeffe, that when wee 
haue doneall that we can, we are but vnprofitable 
fervants.It follows then that all the good which we 
doe receive, comes not from our deferts, but onely 
from the riches of Gads bountie, which rewardeth 
ys according to our works done , without any de- 
fert ofours whatfoeuer. Wherefore the eyes of li- 
; H2 berality 
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berality do notlooke after the reward of the worke, 
but they fearch how to do the worke, howto giuce. 
thealmes, foas that they may bee pleafing to God, 
and of him accepted, and by him (if hee {ee ie 
good) rewarded.. Hels : 

Let then your liberall minds(you honorableand 
charitable Aduenturers of Virginia) be ftirred vp to 
caft your almes on the waters of Virginia, with- 
out hope of prefent profit. The bafe affe@ions of 
the Viurer will not looke for the ouerplus of en- 
creafe, vntill the couenanted time of his loane be 
expired. The husbandman cafting his {eed into the 
earth, waiteth vpon God vntil Harueft fora fruitful 
crop: verily he that beleeueth doth not make hafte, 
Be notouer haftie with God.: God will not yet re- 
ward you, that he may make you more famous in 
the world, that the world may fee your zeale, and 
beare witneffe to the patience of your faith, not to 
greedie hafte of couetous defires. The worke is ho- 
nourable, and now more then euer, fuftained by 
moft honorable men. O'let vsnot then be weary of 
well-doing : fortie yeares were expired, before i: 

rael could plant in Canaan and yet God had called 
them by the word of his mouth,had led them him: 
felfebyan high hand. Yet may you boldly looke 
fora fhorter time of reward. The returnes which 
you haue from the Eaft Indies, though they be ex- 
ceeding rich, yet isthe aduenture doubtfull, the ex- 
pence chargeable, and the expectation of returne, 
of three yeares continuance. : 

Let me aduife you to be as liberall in aduenture 
hither, and dare affirme, that by Gods affitance; 

sified | your: 
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your profitable returnes fhall be of more certainty, 
and much fhorter expectation. Remember, I be- 
feech you, how many liues were loft, how many 
yeares were {pent, what difcouragements, what 
great loffes the Aduenturers of Spaine and Portu- 
gale {uffered and vnder-went, before they could be 
fetled in the Weft Indies, orreceiue any profitable 
returne from thence : and now. behold what ah 
loads, what profitable returnes are yearely fhippe 
from.thence. Shallour Nation, hitherto famous 
for noble attempts, and the honorable finifhing of 
what they haue vndertaken, be now taxed for in- 


conftancie,.and blamed by the enemies of our pro- 


teftation, for vncharitablenefle 2 Yes fhall we bea 
{corne:among Princes, anda laughing ftocke a. 
mong our neighbour: Nations, for bafely leauing 
what we honorably began ; yea, for beginning a 
Difcouerie, whofe riches other men fhall gather, fo 
foone as wee haue forfaken ite Awake you true 
hearted Englifh men, you feruants of lefus Chrift, 
remember that the Plantation is Gods, and the re- 
ward your Countries. Wherefore,aimenotat your 
prefent priuatgaine,burletthe glory.of God,whofe 
Kingdome.you now plant, & good of your Couns 
trey, whofe wealth you feeke, fo farre preuaile with 
you, that you refpect nota prefent returne of gaine 
for this yeare or twos but that you would more li- 
berally fupplie fora little fpace, this your Chriftian 
worke,which you fo charitably began:As forthofe 
{pirits offlander, whom the Diuell hath ftirred vp 
to {peak euill of this good Land, and to weaken the 
hands of our brethren,left they fhould go forward, 
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and pull Satan out of his Dominions. Let them 
take heed, left the punifhment of Shammua and his 
nine companions, the faithleffe fearchers uf the 
Land of Canaan,do befall them: and that they ne- 
uer live to tafte of the commodities of this good 
Edindiod york srcied (vrow-iabny bet barinioleg 
But left I may feeme to'exhort you to an vapro- 
fitable Lideralitie, or to argue God of forgetiulnes 
to thofe that ferue hinrfaithfully : heare now what 
a comfortable promife of reward God hath made 
vnto vs inthefe words ::which is, That after many 
dayes we [hall find. 1f God fhould have commanded 


vs to caftaway without fincing, tome difcourage 


ment there might haue been to our weake natures 
but fince God hath afluredly promifed'vs, that we 
fhali find in theend, who will norobey the coni- 
mand: who will notbe Liberal, God hath been al- 
wayes found true in his word, hioft faithful in his 
promifes.If God do promife abraham that his feed 
fhallinheritthe Land of Canaan: Abrahams polte- 
ritie fhall after many dais in the ‘appointed time 
be planted peaceably inthe land of Canaan If God 
promife Salomon wifdomie and riches: Satomen fhall 
be wifer and richer then any Ptince of theearth. If 
God promifeth that he will gitie his onely Sonne, 
that whofoeuer beleeveth in him fhall not perth, 
buthaue life everlafting : his Sonne Tefus Chrift 
fhal be borne into the world at the appointed time, 
and vndergoe the weight of Gods wrath for re- 
-demption of beleeuers. Shall God then faithfally 
performeall his promifes info great matters,and be 
vnfaithfullin leflér matters:oh let nofuch bafe con- 
° * Cele 
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ceitof the Almightie enter into ourminds, as to 

thinke that he that {pared nothis owne Sonne, tO goy.8,32, 
performe his promifes to vs, will be fo vamindtull 

of vs in fo fmallathing. Thepromifes of God are 

many, and moftbountifull. Tere ts that featsereth prou.r0.24, 
(faith Salomon) and ismore encreafed: arid in ithe 

next verfe heeaddeth: The (iberall perfow fhall hane 

plentie,or (as the Hebrew textis) Ie (oale of blefiing 

foal be made fat, and hee thatwatereth, jhall alfa haue 

raine. Moftcoinfortable isthe promite of Lrberal- 

tie,fet downe by //aiah, Chap.58.8. Aad sfihou be 

liberal, thy ight {hall breake firth as the morning, and 

thy health {hall gxow fpeedily : thy riehteonjne(fe fhall goe 

before thee, andthe glory of the Lord fhall embrace thee. 

What can be faid moreto encourage vs? YeoSalo- proysy.r7. 
mon. addeth : Hethat bath mercieon the poore, lendeth 

vntothe Lord sand the Lord willrecompence hii what 

he hath giuen. Wherefore, what is with Liberality gt- 

ueén, is notcaftaway, butlent vato the Lord, vato 

himthat isable torepay vs,for both the heaven and Pfalme24. 
the earth are his ; and who is alfo willing to recom- 

pence it, for he hath promifed {o to do, and confir- 

med hiswordand promifes by the Sacraments, his - 

feales. We do willingly lend to a good Creditor, 
e{fpecially if we haue his bond, with his hand and 

_fealeto pay vs:What,fhall wetruft man,and diftruft 
God? O farbeit from vs, my brethren, let no fuch — 
diftruft poflefle our vncharitable minds. If we de- 

fire any more promifes, Jet vs obferue what coun- 

fell Chrift gaue vnto the Pharifies: Gine almes of thefe Likett.43: 
things which you haue, and behold all things [hall bee 
cleane vato you: whichisas muchas it he fhould fay, . 

ope gue. 
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giuealmes,be liberall ; for in fo doing, your goods _ 
fhallbe fanctified vnto you,and you fhallattaineto 
an holy and pure vfe of your goods. The Scripture 
isplaineinthispoint. |) 

IT willnow come therefore to giue you aview in 
briefe, of thofe commodities and rewards that we 
fhall find heere, after not many, buta few dayes. 

Firit, our Leberalitie grounded on faith, and pra- 

Gifed in ioue, willbeameanesto helpe our foules 
forwardin their paflage to heauen-;for they are the 
high-way and trodden path, wherein wee muft 
walke to euerlafting life. Therefore, the moreany 
man abounds in good workes, the more comtortas 
ble fhallbehispaflage, 3 

‘Secondly they are fuch neceflarie fruits of faith, 
thatfaith cannot goe without them: for whereno 
good workes are, there is no faith ; and where true 

{auing faith is, there will be fhewed good workes ; 
yea, we cannot -hold true faith fromdoing good : 
reade for the proofe of this, the Epiftle of Saint 
James, and the firft Epiftle of Saint John, befides the 
places which we hauc heretofore alleaged. 

Thirdly, Liberalitie isa notable meanesagainft 
couetoulnhefle:for where true Charitie dwels,there 
is no roome left for Couetoufneffe to harbour in : 
two contraries cannot be both atoncein one fub- 
ie@ , God and the Diuell will not dwell together, 
neither can-Couetou{nes and Liberalitie be linked 
together in one breaft. 

Thus fhall the Lord abundantly reward our 
foules for our liberalitie, and many waies more be- 
Gides if we beetruly charitable. But povounis 

P Od: 
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God would haue vs to taft of fome temporall blef- 
fings befides,and after a few daies, if we be cheere- 
full giuers , returne a plentifull reward home vnto 
vs. Wherefore that I might content the longing 
minds of every man, I thought it fitin the laft place 
torecitea few commodities which in fhort time 
wemay finde here in’ Virginia, for the charitie be- 
{towed in this Plantation. The whole Continent 
of Virginia fituate within the degrees of 34.and 47. 
is a place beautified by God, with all the orna-. 
ments of nature,andenriched with his earthly trea- 
fires : that part of it,which we already poffeffe, be- 
ginning at the Bay of Chefapheac, and {tretching it 
{elfe in Northerly latitude togthe degiees of 39. 
and 40. isinterlined with feuen moft goodly Ri- 
uers, the leaft whereof is equall to our River of 
Thames: and all thefe Riuers are fo neerely ioy- 
‘ned,as that there is not very much diftance of drie As 14.0r 16, 
ground betweeneeither of them,and thofe feuerall ™'** 
maine lands’are euery where watered with many 
veines or creekes of water,which fundrie waies doe 
ouerthwart the land, and make it almoft navigable 
from one River to the other. ‘The commoditie 
whereofto thofe that fhall inhabite this land is inf- 
nite in refped of the {peedic and eafie tran{por- 
tance of goods from one R iuer to the other. I can- 
notbetter manifeft it vnto you, but in aduifing you 
to. confider whither the water or land hath beene 
more beneficial to the Low-Coantries : buthere we 
{hall haue the commoditie both of water and land 
more readie with leffechargeand labour then hath 
been beftowed by them in turning landinto water. 


Bt x 7 : r > is " . r 2 
a SE a it ie Se 5. abe . Py , tae / 
paiiatiee Pe AR RE ee i aa ttc e F * ‘ ; : "ty, 
5 were vee ans eee i ae i ta PENS Sa ms = ne a al a le i 33 
o ’ f j +f f 7. Ne 7X PAT ee x is Sa a Per i Py ae Sop ge ae eat = = = 
Oe fed fe . ; Pik Dat, PAS YJ FIX Z fa’ W bRS YA aS Sf ag ae aN 


<== 
a 
> 


The 


4 sagt tee 
———e =—— Se Er a 
Pe * " 
AYN SOS a ws 


38: Gootnewes from Uinginite 
TheRiver which weeishabit (commonly called 
Powhatans Riwer) ebbeth and floweth go» miles: 
into the maine ; at the mouth whercef are the two 
Forts of Henricaand Charles : 42. milesvpwardis 
the firftand mother Chriflian towne feated, called 
lames-F owne, and zo. miles beyond that vpward is 
the new towne of Henrico built , and fo namediny. 
the memorie of the Noble Prince Henzy of lating 
and bleficd memorie: tenne miles beyond this 
"Fowne isaplace called the Fals, becanfe the River 
hath there a great defcent falling downe betweene 
many’ mineral. Rocks which bee there » twelue 
miles farther beyond this place is there aChriftall 
Rocke wherewithgthe Indians doe head many.of 
their arrowes::. three dayes iourney fromithence is: 
there. a tocke or ftonie hill found, which is inthe 
top couered all ouer with a perfe@ and moftrich 
filucr oare.. Our menthat went to difeouer-thofe: 
parts had. but two iron pickaxes: with: them. and: 
thole foilleempered thas the pointsof them turned 
agdine and bowed ar every ftroake’,, fo.char wee 
could notfearclithe entrailes of yr place, yerfome: 
triall was, made: of that: oare with: good fucceftes 
and argument of muchhorpe: Sixe daicsiourney 
beyond this) Mine:a great ridge of high:hilsi doe 
runne along the maineland, not-farre from whom 
the Indians report. agreat Seadothrunne; whicly — 
we commonly.call.a South: Sea, butiniref pectiofour 
habitatiomis a West Sea;, forthere the Sanne fetterin 
from vs. ‘The :-highenground.is muchilikeyntoithe 
Molde of Fravte, clay: and {and being proportios 
nably mixed togethenas the top; burik wedigge 
ee any. 
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any depth (as wee fiaue done for our bricks) wee 
finde it tobee redde clay, full of gliftering {pangles. 
Therebee many rockie places in all quarters; and 
more then probable likelichoods of rich Mines of 
all forts : though I knew all, yet it were not conue- 
nient at this time that I (hould verter all, neither 
haue we had meanes to fearch for any thing as wee 
ought,-thorough prefent want of men, and former 
wants of prouifion for the belly. As for fron, Steele, 
Antimonium, and Terra fizillata, they haueratber 
offered them(elues to our eyes and hands, then bia 
fought for of vs. Theaire of the Countrey (efpe- 
cially about Henrico and vpwatrd) is very temperate 
andagreeth well with our bodies. The extremitie 
of Sommer is not fo hoat as Spaine,nor the colde of 
Winter fo fharpe as the frofts of England. The 
Spring and Harueft are the two longeft feafons 
and moft pleafant , the Summer and ‘Winter are 
both but {hore: The Winter is for, the moft part 
 drieand faire, butthe Summer watered often with 
. many great and {uddaine fhewers of raine ; where- 
by thecold of Winteris warmed, and the heate of 
. Summercooled. Many haue died with vs hereto- 
fore thorough their owne filthineffe and want of 
bodilie comforts for ficke men; but now very few 
ave ficke among vs : not aboue three perfons a- 
mongftall the inhabitants of Henrico ; 1 wouldto 
God our foules were no ficker then ourbodies,and 
that other of Gods bleffings were as generall and 
common as the bodilie health. I haue feene it by 
expetience,and dare boldly affirme it,that ficknefle 
doth more rage in Eng/and quarterly, then heere 
| TIS I yearely. 
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yeately. I doubrthathereéafter when our Hofpitall 
or Gueft-honfeis built vp,you heare of many more 
cutoft by the {word of Iuftice (vnleffe the better 
people be fent oucr). then perithed by the difeafes 
ofthe Countreysssy Us wood Tooley: fr 
The naturall people of the Land are generallie 
{uch as you heard of betore. A-people to be feared 
of thofe that, come vpon them without defenfine 
Annour, bucotherwife faint-hearted (if they fee 
their Arrowes cannot pearce) and eafie to bee fub- 
dued. Shirts of Male, or quilted cotten coates are 
the beft defence againftthem. Thereis butoneor 
two oftheir pettie Kings, that for feare of vs haue 
defired our friendfhip; and thofekeepe good quar- 
ter with vs being very pleafantamongft vs, and (if 
occafion be) feruiceable ynto vs.Our eldeft friends 
bee Pépfco. and Choapeke, who are our ouertwhart 
neighbours at/ames-T owae,and haue been friendly 
to vs in our great want. The other isthe Werewance 
of Chefcheak,who but lately traded with vs peaceab» 
ly. If we were once the mafters of their Countrey, 
and they ftoodein feare of vs (which might with 
few hands imployed about nothing elfe,bein fhort 
time brought to paffe) it were an eafie matter to 
_ make-them williugly to forfake the diuell, to em- 
brace the faith of Iefus Chrift, and to be baptized; 
Befides, you cannot eafilieiudge how-much they 
would be auaileable to vs in our difcoueries of the 
Countrey,in our buildings and plantings,and quiet 
prouifion for our felues, when wee may peaceably 
paffe from place to place without neede of armes: 
or guarde.. ny | 
sel The. 
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The meanes for our people to liueand fubfift 
here of themfefues are many and moft certaine 
both for Beaits, Birds, Fifh,and Hearbes. The beafts 
ofthe Countrey are forthe moft part wilde: as 
Lions, Beares, Wolues and Deare: Foxes blacke 
' and read, Rakowns, Beuers, Poflowns,Squerrels, 
Wilde-Cats, whofe skinnes are of great price, and 
Muske-Rats which yeelde Muske as the Muske- 
Catsdoe. There be two kindes of beafts amongft 
thefe moft firange : one of them is the female Pof- 
fown, which will let forth her young out of her 
bellie,and take them vp into her bellie againeat her. 
pleafure without hurt to herfelfe,neither think this 
to bea Trauellers tale,but the very truth;for nature 
hach fraiied her fit for that feruice, my eyes haue 
been witnes vnto it, and we haue fent of them and 
their young ones into Exgland. The other ftrange 
conditioned creature is the flying Squirrell, which 
thorough the helpe of certaine broad flaps of skin 
stowing on each fide of her forelegs, will flie from 
tree to tree 20.0r 30. pacesat one flight and more, 
if the haue the benefit of a {mall breath of winde. 
- Befidesthefe,fince our comming hither, wee have 
brought both Kine, Goates, and Hogges, which 
profper well, and would multiplie exceedingly if 
they might bee prouided for. This Countrey be- 
fides is replenifhed with birds of al forts which haue 
bin the beft {uftenance of flefh,which our men haue 
had fince they came; alfo Eagels and Haukes‘of all. 
forts,among{t whom are Au(prech, fifhing Hauke, 
and theCormorant. The woods be every where ful 
- efwilde Turkies which abound, and will runne as 
Bice 8,3 LE 3.. {wift: 
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twiftas a Grey-hound. In winter our fields be full 
‘of Cranes,Herons, Pigcons, Partridges and Black- 
birds: the riuers and creekes bee ouer fpread euery. 
b Re | | 
where with water foule of the greateft and Jeaft fort, 
as Swans,flocks of Geefe & Brants,Duck and Mal. 
lard, Sheldrakes, Dyuers, &e¢. befides many otheg 
kinds of rare and delegtable birds, whofe names and 
natures I cannot yet recite,but we wantthe means 
to take them. The Rivers abound with Fith Lasts 
{pall and grear:the {ea fith. come into our Rivers ia: 
March,and continue yntilithe end.of September’: 
great {culles of Herings come in firft :. Shads ofa 
great bigneffe, and Rock-fith follow them. Troy hs 
Bafe, Flounders,and other daintic fith come in be- 
fore the other bee gone: then come mulritudesof 
greats HH peo Wine! we catch many,and{hould 
do more,but that we want good nets anfwerableto 
thebreadthand deapth of our Rivers; befides our 
channclsare {o foulc in thebottomewith greatlogs 
and trees, chat we often break our nets vpon thems 
I cannet reckon nor give proper names to the di- 
vers kinds of freth fith in ourriuers; T haue caught 
with mine angle, Pike, Carpe,Bele, Perchesof fixe 
feucrall kindes, Crea-fith and the Toropevrlitle 
Turtle,befides many {mallerkinds, Wherfore,Gince 
Godhath filled the elements of earth,a ire,and wa- 
ters with his creatures eood for ourfoodand nope: 
timer, let not the feareof faruing heresfter,or 
ofany great want, dihearten your valiant minds 
from comming to.a place of {o.great plentie: sf the. 
them (whichdhordy J bope foal bee brought 
| | paffe, 
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 paffe,) then all thee fhould be ours : we fave them 
now, but we are fain to fight for them, then fhoald 
we haue them without that trouble.Feare riot then: 
to want food, but onely prowide meats to get it 
here. We haue {tore of wild-foule in England, but 
what are they better for then that cannot come by 
them, wanting meanesto catch them,even fuch is 
and hath beer our cafe heretofore. | 
Bat thefe are not all the commodities which we 
_ tay finde heere: for the earth will yéeclde much 
_ More fraite to our induftrions labonrs,as hath been 
proued by the Corre and other things which wee 
haue planted thislaftyeare. I hauemade proofe of 
it with the helpe of three more, being 4 ftranger to. 
that bufinies and having nota bodie mured to firch 
labour,and fer fo much corne, boris [accifiuis unins: 
ss feptimane, ivthe idle howres of one weeke,as will 
__ fuffice ne for bread one quarter of ayeare:and one: 
comatoditie is befides inthis corne, that fromthe 
time of fetting’, vnto the time of gatlicring, flue 
moneths will abundantly faffice : for we fet corse 
front the beginning of March, vntil theend of May, 
atid reape or gather in Tulie, Auguft & Seprember, . 
Our Enelifh feeds thrive very well heere, as Peafe, 
Ottions, Furnips, Cabbages, Coleflowers, Carréts,. 
_ Time;Parfeley,Hyfop,Marioram, and many other 
whereof hauetafted and eaten. | 
What fhould I nantevnro you the divers forts of 
Trees, {weete woods and Phyficall plants : the di- 
uers kinds of Oakes and Walnut-trees. The Pines, - 
Pirch-trees,S oape-afhes trees,Saflafras,Cedar, Ath, 
Maple, Cyprus,and many more whichd dailie f : | 
. é ana 
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and admire at the beautie and riches which God 
hath beftowed vpon this people, that yet know not. 
how toviethem. Gay meth one ae & 

_ Wherefore you (sight wifeand noble Aduen- 
turers of Virginia) whofe hearts God hath ftirred 
vp to build hima Temple,to make him z7 houfe,to 
conquer a Kingdome for him liere: be notdifcou- 
raged with thofe many lamentable affaults that the 
diuell hath made againft vs: he now rageth moft, 
becaufe he knoweth hiskingdomeis tohaueafhort - 
end. Goe forward boldly, andremember that you . 
fight vnder the banner of Iefus Chrift, that you~ 
plant his Kingdome,who hath already broken the 
Serpents head : God may deferre his temporall re- 
ward fora feafon,butbe affured that in the end you 
fhall find riches and honour in this world,and blef: - 
fed immortality in the world to come.Andyou my ~ 
brethren my fellow labourers, fend vp your earneft 
‘Prayers to God for his Church in Verginia, that 
fince his harueft heere is great, but the labourers 

few, hee would thruft forth labourers into hishar- _ 
ueft; and pray alfo for mee that the miniftration of . 

his Go{pell may be powrefull and effe@tuall byme 
to thefaluation of many, andaduancementof the 

kingdome of Iefus Chrift, towhom with the, 
Father and the holy Spirit, beeallho- 
nour and glorie for euer. 
more, Amen, 
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